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1 SCIENTIFIC AND/OR TECHNICAL QUALITY RELEVANT TO 
THE TOPICS ADDRESSED BY THE CALL  

 
1.1 Concept and objectives 

1.1.1 Main issues and considerations leading to the establishment of CALLISTO  

An increasing number and range of companion animals1 are being kept in close interaction with human 

beings. Keeping companion animals has become widespread in industrialized societies with participation by 
nearly 50% of the households. The vast majority of these keep classical pets such as dogs, cats, rabbits, small 
rodents, birds and fish.  However, an increasing number of companion animals are exotic and wild animals, 
posing a poorly understood risk for both human and food animal health, due to the unfamiliarity with the 
infectious agents they may harbour and poor regulation of the wildlife trade. These risks of zoonotic 
infectious diseases associated with companion animals are the main focus of CALLISTO. 
 
Concerns about the risks of infection with zoonotic pathogens transmissible by companion animals 
There are some serious concerns about the risks of zoonotic infections transmissible by companion animals. 
Companion animals can transmit a wide range of zoonotic infectious diseases to humans through physical 
injuries, direct contact, environmental contamination, ingestion of contaminated food or water, or arthropod 
vectors.  In the past few decades we have witnessed several events where zoonotic pathogens crossed the 
barriers from their regular animal host to man, causing (large) outbreaks in the human population. As re-
iterated in the call topic addressed, 60% of infectious diseases in people originate in animals and about 75 % 
of emerging diseases are zoonotic.  
 
As companion animals share the same environment with people and are often carriers of micro-organisms 
and parasites pathogenic for humans, there is an urgent need to clarify the role of companion animals as 
sources of zoonotic infectious diseases. In addition to the public health and occupational health risks to 
companion animal owners, care takers and veterinarians, food animals also are at risk of infection with 
(emerging) pathogens from companion animal species. These infectious diseases can be caused by viruses, 
bacteria, fungi or parasites as briefly summarised for each of these three categories of pathogens below. 
 
Zoonotic viruses 
An important and probably best known example of a zoonotic viral disease from companion animals is 
rabies, which should be considered in the differential diagnosis of any patient presenting with encephalitis in 
endemic areas. Mammalian reservoirs include carnivores and bats. In developed countries, the cornerstone of 
rabies prevention is immunization of pet dogs and cats, but at the global level, rabid dogs still pose the 
greatest hazard for human health. In recent years, a number of other zoonotic viruses from companion 
animals have emerged. Highly pathogenic avian influenza virus H5N1, which causes severe respiratory 
disease with a high case fatality rate in humans, has been diagnosed in dogs and cats and has raised concern 
about their possible role in the epidemiology of this disease. More recently, the pandemic 2009 H1N1 
influenza virus also has been diagnosed in pet cats, dogs and ferrets. In the last two decades, reports of 
emerging human monkeypox outbreaks in North America from pet prairie dogs, as well as an increasing 
number of cowpox virus infections in cats, exotic pets, and humans remind us that there are poxviruses other 
than smallpox virus that can cause harm to humans. Pet rodents also are the source of underdiagnosed 
lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus infections in humans, which may result in fetal disease in pregnant 
women and are a severe risk to transplant patients. In Australia, a novel paramyxovirus, subsequently named 
Hendra virus and originating from fruit bats, caused several outbreaks of severe respiratory disease in horses 
and spread to humans, resulting in the death of a horse trainer and a horse owner. Besides transmission of 
viruses to humans, virus infections in companion animals also may form a risk for food animals. For 

                                                      
1  CALLISTO defines companion animals as any domesticated, domestic-bred or wild-caught animals, permanently living in a 
community and kept by people for company, amusement, work (e.g. support for blind or deaf people, police or military dogs) or 
psychological support including dogs, cats, horses, rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs, reptiles, birds, and ornamental fish.   
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example, Newcastle disease is one of the most serious infectious diseases of poultry. The considerable 
international pet trade in parrots and other psittacines forms a major source of introduction of this virus into 
Newcastle-disease-free countries, with potentially devastating economic consequences to the poultry 
industry. Also, fish farms have suffered severe economic losses from several emerging viruses, including 
spring viremia of carp virus, koi herpesvirus, and epizootic haematopoietic necrosis virus, some of which 
have been demonstrated to been introduced as a result of global trade in ornamental fish.  
 
Zoonotic bacteria and fungi 
Traditionally, the most common bacterial zoonoses include bite wound infections (Pasteurella multocida and 
Capnocytophaga canimorsus), cat scratch disease (Bartonella henselae) and campylobacteriosis 
(Campylobacter jejuni, C. coli and C. upsaliensis) in household pets; salmonellosis (S. enterica) in cold-
blooded animals as well as in various mammalian and avian species; and psittacosis (Chlamydophila 
psittaci) in birds. Other bacterial zoonoses either occur sporadically or the role played by companion animals 
in human disease is uncertain, for example for non-Helicobacter pylori helicobacteriosis, rarely diagnosed 
forms of bartonellosis and chlamydiosis, leptospirosis, and vector-borne diseases such as ehrlichiosis 
(Ehrlichia canis and Anaplasma phagocytophilum) and Lyme disease (Borrelia burgdorferi). Several 
emerging and re-emerging zoonotic bacterial pathogens cause infections in immunocompromised people, 
including Bordetella bronchiseptica, Rhodococcus equi and various mycobacterial species that can infect or 
colonize companion animals. Dogs, cats, rabbits, rodents and horses may also transmit various fungal 
diseases, especially dermatophytoses. In addition to traditional zoonoses, opportunistic pathogens such as 
Escherichia coli and staphylococci, which cause the vast majority of bacterial infections in humans, are 
exchanged between pets and humans sharing the same household. As a consequence of the frequent use of 
broad-spectrum antibiotics, household pets and horses have become reservoirs of antimicrobial resistance 
genotypes of clinical relevance in human medicine such as methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, 
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus pseudintermedius, ampicillin-resistant enterococci and extended-
spectrum β-lactamase (ESBL)-producing E. coli. Continued emergence and dissemination of antimicrobial 
resistant bacteria in pets is a growing concern since these animals could play an important role in the 
epidemiology of various emerging resistant organisms characterized by broad host range. 
 
Zoonotic parasites 
Parasitic zoonoses associated with companion animals are among the most widely spread infections of 
humans in a European context. These include toxoplasmosis, leishmaniosis, and helminth infections of 
canines or felines (e.g., echinococcosis, toxocarosis, ancylostomiosis and dirofilariosis). Companion animals 
may also carry strains of Giardia, which are potentially infective to humans. In addition to that, arthropod 
parasites of companion animals such as ticks, fleas, mosquitoes, flies and sand flies may transmit a variety of 
infectious agents to humans. Zoonotic parasitic infections may be transmitted to humans by contact with an 
animal, by exposure to animal excretions such as feces, by consumption of contaminated food or water, or 
during the blood meal of arthropod vectors.  Companion animals may merely serve as reservoirs for infection 
without being apparently affected by disease, as is the case with most feline Toxoplasma gondii infections, or 
may suffer severe life threatening disease as in some Leishmania infections. In addition, increased mobility 
of companion animals especially from and to the Mediterranean basin area, has resulted in transmission of 
zoonotic parasitic pathogens from areas which are endemic to some pathogens such as Leishmania infantum, 
and their emergence in non-endemic areas, increasing the risk of spreading infection in association also with 
climate and vector habitat changes. Some of the zoonotic parasitic pathogens related to companion animals 
including T. gondii and L. infantum are associated with severe and potentially fatal infection of immune 
suppressed patients and are considered major AIDS defining pathogens.  Major zoonotic parasites (like T. 
gondii and Echinococcus granulosus) include farm animals in the evolutive cycle.  
 
Insufficient or scattered knowledge and the lack of necessary prevention and intervention options 
There is insufficient or scattered knowledge of the zoonotic risks associated with companion animal 
zoonoses and this knowledge gap results in a lack of adequate prevention and intervention options. The role 
of companion animals in the emergence of infectious diseases in man and food animals remains a relatively 
underrepresented area of attention, both in research and in surveillance. Consequently, although we have 
some knowledge about the general principles, crucial details such as on the pathogenesis and epidemiology 
of many zoonotic infections are missing. This hampers the further development of rapid and reliable methods 
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for diagnosis and more effective and/or approved antimicrobial agents and vaccines and other antimicrobial 
strategies. Moreover, the available knowledge and understanding of the zoonotic risks associated with 
companion animals is scattered across various sectors in different areas, each having a different and 
relatively limited perspective on the whole subject. Also, there is insufficient exchange of information with 
initiatives elsewhere in the world that deal with emerging zoonoses from companion animals. Consequently 
we lack a complete overview of the situation in terms of for example: 
- The incidence of zoonotic pathogens in companion animals and main (geographic) risk areas; 
- The main risk species of companion animals; 
- The main risk factors for companion animal infection with or carriage of known zoonotic agents; 
- The potential of companion animals as vectors for community spread of new emerging infectious 

agents; 
- The risks of zoonotic infections for veterinary staff, pet care takers and owners; 
- Assessment of the possible role of these people as vectors for secondary transmission in the community. 
 
This lack of knowledge has hampered the further development of appropriate evidence-based, targeted 
public health and animal health policies and actions to prevent, reduce and in due course eliminate the health 
risks for man and food animals associated with the infectious agents carried by companion animals.  This has 
led to the current situation where we lack for example adequate monitoring of pet animals for infections 
transmissible to humans and food animals and lack effective guidelines for prevention and control of 
zoonoses in veterinary hospitals and the community. The relative lack of disease surveillance of companion 
animals contrasts with that in both humans and food animals. It should be noted that, in addition to the risks 
of companion animals transmitting infectious diseases to humans, certain pets (e.g., cats and hunting dogs) 
are free to roam outdoors and therefore more prone to acquire new pathogens from wildlife compared with 
food animals, which are generally reared within closed systems in modern intensive farming. 
Furthermore, those people directly involved such as pet owners, care-takers and veterinarians lack the 
necessary awareness of the risks of acquiring infections with these zoonotic pathogens and their subsequent 
role as potential vectors for further spread of these infectious diseases. Moreover, even if aware of any health 
risks associated with keeping companion animals, pet-owners are not always willing to take the necessary 
precautions if these would lead to sacrificing the beneficial relationship they have with their pets. For 
instance some studies show that many people allergic to their own companion animals refuse to give up their 
pets and decide to live with the symptoms. Any proposed actions to reduce the risk of zoonotic infections 
transmitted by companion animals must therefore find a proper balance with allowing beneficial contact with 
companion animals in order to be effective. 
 

1.1.2 The objectives of the CALLISTO think tank 

With the above described considerations and key issues in mind CALLISTO has brought together experts 
and organizations from different fields of expertise, and disciplines in a single interprofessional, 
interdisciplinary and multisectorial think tank, representing the major relevant stakeholders: 

- European organisations representing pet owners, pet traders and transporters, pet food producers, 
farmers, animal welfare organisations, veterinarians and medical doctors; 

- International public health, animal health and food safety authorities; 
- Representatives of organisations from USA, Canada, Australia and New-Zealand; 
- Academic experts on the three main categories of zoonotic pathogens transmissible by companion 

animals:  virologists, bacteriologists and parasitologists.  
- Academic experts on the epidemiology and ecology of zoonotic infectious diseases; 

- Experts on the sociology and welfare of companion animals such as sociologists, psychologists, 
educators and anthrozoologists. 

 
Through literature studies, stakeholder interviews and a series of meetings at different levels of 
integration, facilitating both interprofessional exchange of expert-level knowledge and cross-disciplinary and 
multisectorial integration of knowledge and perspectives, CALLISTO will aim to realise the following 
objectives:  
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1. To develop a detailed overview of the role of companion animals as a source of infectious diseases 
for man and food animals, including available information on disease incidence and geographical 
distribution in these host categories.  

2. To identify knowledge and technology gaps in the management of the most important zoonoses 
transmitted by companion animals. 

3. To propose targeted actions that contribute to reducing the risk for infectious disease outbreaks in 
man and food animals associated with keeping companion animals. 

4. To disseminate the results of CALLISTO to relevant stakeholders to contribute to the uptake of the 
CALLISTO-proposed actions and to promote risk-awareness in healthy and balanced human/animal 
relationships. 

 
In the following paragraphs the approach of CALLISTO in pursuit of these objectives is described. 
 

1.1.3 The approach and composition of the CALLISTO think tank   

CALLISTO will follow a structured and phased approach, that combines both expert-level meetings, where 
academic leaders and key representatives from various organisations will engage in in-depth analyses and 
exchange of knowledge on key issues related to the objectives of CALLISTO, with multidisciplinary, 
interprofessional and multisectorial network level conferences, synthesising the results of the expert level 
meetings. In this way, CALLISTO facilitates both the desired ‘depth’ as well as ‘breadth’ in its results, 
which will be available for internal and external consultation. 
 
CALLISTO is organised into three main cycles of 12 months each. Cycle I focuses primarily on objectives 
1 and 2, leading to the development of the overview of the current situation and crucial gaps in our existing 
knowledge. Cycle II links the results of Cycle I towards the formulation of action recommendations in Cycle 
III by extending the activities of CALLISTO towards risk assessments, leading to more complete insights 
into what pathogens, species, occupations, sectors, geographical areas etc., are priority risk areas in 
companion animal zoonoses. Cycle III  concludes with translating the results of CALLISTO into priority 
areas for actions including recommendations for intervention strategies, areas for further research, and 
priorities and recommendations for key target groups, messages and media educational and advocacy 
programmes. During each of these three cycles, CALLISTO will operate at four conceptual levels of 
interactions and networking (Figure 1). 

F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Three cycles and four levels of interaction in CALLISTO  
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First, at the basis of CALLISTO are seven Expert Advisory Groups (EAGs), that provide the required 
‘depth’ in the knowledge and expertise in CALLISTO.  Each EAG is chaired by one of the CALLISTO 
participants. These EAGs assemble experts around a specific set of expertises and/or perspectives focusing 
on complementary issues relevant to the objectives of CALLISTO. The EAGs will performing in-depth 
literature studies and other information gathering activities and will synthesise their findings in regular EAG 
meetings. At the second level, periodic cross EAG Synthesis meetings, assembling the seven chairs of the 
EAGS, will be organised, with the purpose of aligning the efforts and focuses within the respective EAGs at 
the start and conclusion of each cycle. These cross EAG synthesis meetings are geared towards ensuring 
compatibility across the EAG efforts in preparation of the Network level CALLISTO Conferences. Each 
cycle is concluded with a CALLISTO conference, where all EAG members and invited external parties 
gather in a “Dahlem-like” conference aimed at finalising and synthesising the results of the EAG meetings 
and studies during each cycle into a CALLISTO report, aimed for dissemination beyond the CALLISTO 
network. The final level of CALLISTO is concerned with the actual dissemination of the results of 
CALLISTO with the “outside world ”. In the following paragraphs, the four interaction levels of 
CALLISTO are described in more detail. 
 
 
Expert Advisory Group meetings 
CALLISTO distinguishes seven Expert Advisory Groups. Each EAG assembles expert representatives of 
international associations or leading academic research groups around defined areas of expertise and 
perspectives relevant to the CALLISTO objectives, as depicted in figure 2. Each EAG is chaired by one of 
the relevant CALLISTO participants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: the seven Expert Advisory Groups of CALLISTO 
 
The rationale of these seven EAGs and their composition follows from the main issues as described in the 
previous paragraphs. For a detailed overview of the members of the seven EAGs we refer to section 2.3 
“Consortium as a whole”. 
 

• EAG I User Community representing stakeholders such as pet owners, farmers, pet food 
producers, and animal transporters. This EAG encompasses organisations that represent the direct 
recipients of any actions proposed by CALLISTO, ensuring direct input from those stakeholders that 
will be at the receiving end of any proposed policy recommendations resulting from CALLISTO. 
They bring in vital information and expertise on the issues presented to the groups of users they 
represent, their possible contribution to reducing health risks associated with keeping companion 
animals and the feasibility of any actions proposed. 
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• EAG II Policy Actions representing animal health and food safety authorities: this EAG 
encompasses representatives from stakeholder organisations that are responsible for implementing 
and/or enforcing any proposed actions, such as (animal) health authorities, food safety authorities, 
veterinary associations etc. This EAG will provide CALLISTO input from the perspective of 
stakeholders that together have the overview of current regulations, policy measures and intervention 
strategies and can provide their expertise on the desirability and feasibility of any proposed 
additional actions. This EAG also connects CALLISTO with related activities in USA, Canada, 
Australia and New-Zealand through representatives from those countries. 

 
The EAGs I and II are complemented by five academic expert advisory groups that bring in the necessary 
scientific perspectives in pursuit of the four main objectives of CALLISTO.  

• EAG III Zoonotic Viral Infections: representing academic leaders in the field of zoonotic viral 
infections.  

• EAG IV Zoonotic Bacterial Infections: representing academic leaders in the field of zoonotic 
bacterial infections. 

• EAG V Zoonotic Parasitic Infections: representing academic leaders in the field of zoonotic 
parasitic infections. 

• EAG VI Epidemiology and Underlying Factors: representing academic expertise on the 
epidemiology and ecology of zoonotic infections. 

• EAG VII Sociology and Welfare: representing academic expertise on the anthrozoology, sociology 
and psychology of keeping companion animals. 

 
EAGS III, IV and V  comprise of leading academic researchers that together bring in state-of-the-art 
knowledge in the relevant scientific disciplines in the three main relevant categories of pathogens. They will 
contribute their scientific knowledge on aspects such as the occurrence, diagnosis, host-specificity, virulence, 
risk of emergence and antimicrobial resistance of zoonotic pathogens emerged in companion animals.  
 
EAG VI  includes academic experts on the epidemiology, ecology and economy of zoonotic pathogens and 
companion animals, focussing on the interactions between companion animals, food animals and humans at 
the population and ecosystems level. Ecological and socio-economical developments have a major impact on 
the emergence of zoonotic infectious agents. The major zoonotic risks to humans and food animals will be 
reviewed for every companion animal species/group with particular emphasis on the available data on 
disease incidence and geographical distribution. Disease-specific needs and microbiological methods for 
epidemiological surveillance and key objectives for future research in this area will be identified and 
elaborated using the unique expert knowledge available within the respective groups. Information on the 
occurrence of diseases of interest, their pathways of spread, modes of transmission and other relevant 
epidemiological features and their underlying ecological, socio-economical and anthropological factors will 
provide valuable input to risk assessment exercises (both quantitative and qualitative) and subsequent 
formulation of recommendations for further targeted actions. 
 
EAG VII  completes the seven EAGs in CALLISTO and includes academic experts in anthrozoology 
(human-animal relations), sociology, psychology, veterinary medicine and animal welfare. Without 
establishment of a network as proposed in CALLISTO, people from these fields rarely have an opportunity 
to sufficiently and efficiently network at other international conferences. Using the knowledge gained during 
the first year from all other EAGs will be crucial for the further work of EAG VII. On the other hand, 
without EAG VII (and EAG I), one risks conducting this work within an ‘ivory tower’ and not producing 
targeted actions that contribute to reducing the risk of infectious disease outbreaks in humans and food 
animals associated with keeping companion animals. 
 
Cross-EAG Synthesis Meetings 
The Cross-EAG Synthesis meetings bring together the chairs of the seven EAGS of CALLISTO. This 
interprofessional, multidisciplinary and multisectorial body functions as the gateway between the EAG 
meetings and the large CALLISTO conferences. Whereas the EAG meetings provide the in-depth knowledge 
at the basis of CALLISTO, the Cross-EAG Synthesis meetings provide for the synthesis across these expert 
level inputs in preparation of the large CALLISTO conferences, demarcating the finalisation of each cycle. 



Theme: Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology  Coordination and support action (Supporting) 
FP7-KBBE-2011-5 

 

PART B    - 9 - 

In order to ensure comparability and compatibility of the inputs from the seven EAGs to the CALLISTO 
Conferences, Synthesis meetings will be organised at the start of each cycle - to define common agendas and 
priorities in advance of the EAG meetings, in advance of the CALLISTO conferences and at the end of each 
cycle -to synthesise and streamline the outputs from the EAGs in preparation of the CALLISTO 
Conferences.  
 
Network Level Meetings: CALLISTO Synthesis Conferences 
The CALLISTO conferences at network level are the center stage of CALLISTO, where experts from the 
EAGs come together to engage in discussions with each other and with invited expert representatives from 
outside the CALLISTO network. The end result of the conference is a common CALLISTO strategy report. 
A total of three conferences will be organised, one for each cycle. The first CALLISTO conference will 
focus on providing an overview of the current situation (cycle I). The second CALLISTO conference will 
expand to provide more insights into the health risks associated with keeping companion animals (cycle II). 
All expert opinions will culminate into the third and final CALLISTO conference where targeted actions will 
be proposed (cycle III). 
 
The CALLISTO conferences will follow a “Dahlem-like” approach, which has proven to be an effective 
format to stimulate interdisciplinary interaction between experts. Rather than merely having one-way 
presentations to an audience of experts, CALLISTO will organise three-day conferences, where the 
participating experts will engage into structured discussions addressing predefined themes and issues from 
their respective complementary fields of expertise and perspectives. The true strength of the CALLISTO 
conferences lies in their preparation. The participants have been handed the Cross EAG synthesis reports and 
will be able to correspond about them several weeks before the conference. On the first day of the 
conference, participants will be assigned to one of seven groups, corresponding to the seven EAGs. Each 
group will discuss a central question or problem agreed upon prior to the conference. However, there will be 
ample opportunity for the participants in one group to take part in the discussions of other groups, thus 
ensuring cross-fertilisation among expertises and perspectives. At the end of the conference there will be a 
plenary session at which each group will present a report based on a combination of the underlying EAG 
report and the subsequent group discussions. The end result of the CALLISTO conference is a strategy report 
documenting the results of the CALLISTO expert discussions and underlying studies for each cycle. 
 
Communication and Dissemination 
The fourth and final level of interaction is concerned with the interactions between CALLISTO and the 
outside world, to promote effective and durable uptake of the outputs of the CALLISTO conference outside 
of the organizations that are directly involved in the network. CALLISTO will put considerable effort in 
engaging the outside world in its process of developing the expert opinions and action recommendations. 
CALLISTO has direct links, through its participating organisations, with a wider audience of stakeholders. 
These links will be utilised to consult and communicate with relevant actors not directly included in the 
expert Advisory groups and to disseminate the expert opinions generated in the CALLISTO Conferences. 
The Communication and Dissemination activities of CALLISTO are described in further detail in section 
3.2. Knowledge management will be guaranteed by a web-based information system which will contain all 
information produced by CALLISTO actions. A reserved area will be available for documentation of the 
EAG activities, while a public area will be managed with the combined purpose of disseminating and 
generating the knowledge outcomes of the project activities (see section 3.2 for more details).
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1.2 Quality and effectiveness of the coordination, and associated work 
plan  

1.2.1 Overall Strategy of the work plan 

The activities in CALLISTO are organised into five work packages as depicted in Figure 3.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

Figure 3: The five work packages of CALLISTO 
 
WP1 deals with organising and implementation of the EAG meetings and producing the EAG reports. WP2 
contains organisation and implementation of the Cross-EAG Synthesis meetings and producing the Cross-
EAG reports. WP3 deals with the organisation and implementation of the three Network level conferences 
and producing the CALLISTO strategy reports. WP4 deals with the Communication and Dissemination 
activities as described in section 3.2. WP5 Consortium management and assessment of progress and results, 
completes the WPs in CALLISTO.  
 
CALLISTO has a duration of 36 months, divided into three cycles of 12 months each.  Each EAG will meet 
10 times in total, of which four face-to-face. In the following sections, the timing of the meetings and 
deliverables are further detailed. 
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1.2.2 The timing of the different WPs and their components. 

The process as described in section 1.2.1 is depicted in figure 4. 

 
 Figure 4: The consecutive steps in the development and dissemination of the CALLISTO strategy reports and 
their dissemination in three iterative cycles 
 
All WPs will have duration of 36 months, divided over three main cycles of 12 months each. Major 
milestones are at months 7, 10, 12 19, 22, 24, 31, 34 and 36, with each marking the completion of a major 
step towards the main objectives of CALLISTO.  
 
In the first column of figure 4, WP1, the series of face-to-face and teleconference or videoconference 
meetings of the seven EAGs are scheduled [iia-c], leading to EAG reports to WP2. In the second column, 
under WP2, the cross-EAG meetings are scheduled (Preparatory [i], Synthesis [iii], Follow-up [v] and 
Finalisation [vii]), synthesizing the EAG reports or Conference reports into Cross-EAG reports. The third 
column includes the WP3 CALLISTO conferences at months 10, 22 and 34 [iv], resulting in the 
CALLISTO Strategy report for that cycle (after passing by WP2 and WP1). It should be noted that, for 
efficiency reasons, the Cross-EAG Follow-up meeting [v] coincides with the Cross-EAG Preparatory 
meeting of the following cycle. The same applies to the EAG Follow-up meetings [vi]), which coincide with 
the first (face-to-face) EAG Preparatory meeting of the following cycle. WP4, depicted on the right hand 
side of figure 4 will provide information dissemination mainly though web based applications developed and 
collected in a web site. The same tool will provide also an information management system for internal 
information spreading and distribution. 
 
WP5 Management and Assessment of Progress and Results is not specifically included in the above 
schematic depiction. Rather than introducing a second layer of separate WP5 progress meetings, the WP5 
meetings will be integrated with the Cross-EAG meetings of WP2, as they involve the same persons as in the 
Cross EAG meetings and as these meetings enable close assessment of the progress of the work in all WPs.  
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1.2.3 Detailed work description broken down into work packages 

Table 1.2 a: Work package list 

 

Work 
package  

No 

Work package title Type of 
activity 

Lead  
participant 

No 

Lead 
participant 

short 
name 

Person-
months 

Start 
month 

End 
month 

1 Expert Advisory Group 
meetings and Reports 

SUPP 1, 
2,3,4,6,7,8 

All 36 0 36 

2 Cross-EAG meetings 
and Reports 

SUPP 2 UCPH 49 0 36 

3 CALLISTO 
Conferences and 
Synthesis 

SUPP 5 WSAVA 30,5 0 36 

4 Communication and 
Dissemination 

SUPP 7 ICT 16,5 0 36 

5 Consortium 
management and 
assessment of progress 
and results 

MGT 1 FVE 12 0 36 

  TOTAL 144   
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Table 1.2 b: Deliverables List 

Del. 
no.   

Deliverable name WP 
no. 

 
Nature 1 Dissemi-

nation  
level 
2 

Delivery 
date3 

 

D1.1 EAG Reports (7) 1st cycle 1 R PP 7 

D1.2 EAG Reports (7) 2nd  cycle 1 R PP 19 

D1.3 EAG Reports (7) 3rd  cycle 1 R PP 31 

D2.1 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 1st cycle 2 R PP 1 

D2.2 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 1st cycle 2 R PP 9 

D2.3 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 2nd cycle 2 R PP 12 

D2.4 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 2nd cycle 2 R PP 21 

D2.5 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 3rd cycle 2 R PP 24 

D2.6 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 3rd cycle 2 R PP 33 

D3.1 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation 3 R PU 12 

D3.2 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation and 
risk assessment 

3 R PU 24 

D3.3 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation, risk 
assessment and proposed actions to reduce these risks 

3 R PU 35 

D4.1 CALLISTO publications 1st cycle 4 R PU 18 

D4.2 CALLISTO publications 2nd cycle 4 R PU 30 

D5.1 First period reporting documents 5 R CO 18 

D5.2 Final reporting documents 5 R CO 36 

                                                      
1  Please indicate the nature of the deliverable using one of the following codes: 
 R = Report, P = Prototype, D = Demonstrator, O = Other 
2  Please indicate the dissemination level using one of the following codes: 
 PU = Public 
 PP = Restricted to other programme participants (including the Commission Services). 
 RE = Restricted to a group specified by the consortium (including the Commission Services). 
 CO = Confidential, only for members of the consortium (including the Commission Services). 
3  Measured in months from the project start date (month 1). 
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Table 1.2 c: List of milestones  
Milestone 
number 

Milestone name Work 
package(s) 

involved 

Expected 
date 1 

Means of verification 2 

M1 When all EAGs are successfully installed and 
Chairs and WP leaders have been appointed 

1, 2 1 Report to Board 

M2 When the venue of the first CALLISTO conference 
is successfully booked, all invitations have been 
sent  

3 4 Report to Board 

M3 When all EAGs have submitted their 1st cycle 
reports 

1 7 Documents received 
by WP2, 3 and4 

M4 When the 1st cycle Cross EAG Synthesis reports are 
ready. 

2 9 Documents received 
by WP5 

M5 When the first CALLISTO Conference is 
successfully concluded 

3 10 Conference 

M6 When the CALLISTO strategy report concluding 
the 1st cycle is ready to be distributed by WP4 

3 12 Strategy document 
transferred to WP4  

M7 When the 2nd cycle Cross EAG Preparatory reports 
are ready 

2 12 Document transferred 
to WP1 

M8 When the venue of the 2nd CALLISTO conference 
is successfully booked, all invitations have been 
sent  

3 16 Report to Board 

M9 When the EC reports are submitted to the EC 5 19 Reports 

M10 When all EAGs have submitted their 2nd cycle 
reports 

1 19 Documents received 
by WP 2,3,and4 

M11 When the 2nd cycle Cross EAG Synthesis report is 
ready. 

2 21 Documents received 
by WP5 

M12 When the 2nd CALLISTO Conference is 
successfully concluded 

3 22 Conference 

M13 When the CALLISTO strategy report concluding 
the 2nd cycle is ready to be distributed by WP4 

3, 4 24 Strategy document 
transferred to WP4 

M14 When the 3rd cycle Cross EAG Preparatory reports 
ready 

2 24 Document transferred 
to WP1 

M15 When the venue of the 3rd CALLISTO conference 
is successfully booked, all invitations have been 
sent  

3 28 Report to Executive 
Board 

M16 When all EAGs have submitted their 3rd cycle 
reports 

1 31 Documents received 
by WP2, 3and 4 

M17 When the 3rd cycle Cross EAG Synthesis report is 
ready. 

2 33 Documents received 
by WP5 

M18 When the 3rd CALLISTO Conference is 
successfully concluded 

3 34 Conference 

M19 When the CALLISTO strategy report concluding 
the 3rd cycle is ready to be distributed by WP4 

3, 4 35 Strategy document 
transferred to WP4 

M20 When the final EC reports are submitted to the EC  5 36 Reports 

                                                      
1 Measured in months from the project start date (month 1). 
2 Show how you will confirm that the milestone has been attained. Refer to indicators if appropriate. For example: a 
laboratory prototype completed and running flawlessly; software released and validated by a user group; field survey 
complete and data quality validated. 
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Work package number  1 Start date or starting event:  0 

Work package title Expert Advisory Group meetings a nd Reports 
Activity Type 1 SUPP 
Participant number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Participant short name FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI 

Person-months per participant: 5 5 5 5 1 5 5 5 

                                                      
1   Please indicate one activity per work package:   
SUPP = Support activities); MGT = Management of the consortium; OTHER = Other specific activities, if 
applicable. 

Objectives   

1. To assemble seven Expert Advisory Groups; 
2. To organise periodic EAG meetings for each EAG in preparation of the CALLISTO conferences (at least 

three per cycle); 
3. To provide expert level input, based on in-depth literature studies and/or stakeholder interviews and 

discussions; 
4. To produce EAG preparatory documents, providing the inputs to the three CALLISTO conferences, in 

conformity with the Cross EAG Preparatory report as received from WP2; 
5. To actively participate in the CALLISTO conferences, presenting the inputs from the EAGs;  
 

Description of work   

This WP involves the set-up, organisation and follow-up of the Expert Advisory Group meetings in 
CALLISTO. A total of seven EAGs will be installed, chaired by an appointed EAG chairperson for the 
duration of CALLISTO, responsible for: 

- planning and hosting of the EAG meetings; 
- Producing the EAG Preparatory documents on behalf of the EAG; 
- Representing the EAG in the Cross EAG meetings of WP2 

A total of seven EAGs will be installed: 
• EAG User Community, chaired by Johan van Tilburg of partner 6. FECAVA; 
• EAG Policy Actions, chaired by Jan Vaarten of partner 1. FVE;  
• EAG Zoonotic Viral Infections, chaired by Thijs Kuiken of partner 4. EMC; 
• EAG Zoonotic Bacterial Infections, chaired by Luca Guardabassi of partner 2. UCPH; 
• EAG Zoonotic Parasitic Infections, chaired by Gad Baneth  of partner 8. HUJI; 
• EAG Epidemiology and Underlying Factors, chaired by Armando Giovannini of partner 7. ICT; 
• EAG Sociology and Welfare, chaired by Dennis Turner of partner 3. IAHAIO 

 
Tasks 

1. Planning, hosting and chairing of EAG meetings: four per cycle of which one face-to-face by 
Chairs. 
 

2. Performing literature studies, gathering and discussing inputs from expert EAG members 
and/or stakeholder interviews and presenting findings at EAG meetings, incorporating the 
expert inputs from fellow EAG members by Chairs and based on WP2 Cross EAG Preparatory 
reports.  
In the first cycle the focus of the EAGs studies will be on collecting available data and information 
on the current situation in their specific field on expertise. EAG I  will focus on gathering 
information on the perception and knowledge of the users on the risks of infectious diseases involved 
with keeping/handling companion animals and the current intervention strategies. EAG II  will focus 
on the current repertoire of current intervention options and legislation and their effectiveness. 
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EAGs III, IV and V  will focus on reviewing existing literature in pursuit of defining priority 
pathogens and their key factors (host range, cell/tissue tropism, transmission capacity, geographic 
spread, etc.). EAG VI  will focus on collection of data about the occurrence of the diseases of interest 
and their relevance for human beings and identifying paradigmatic priority diseases in terms of their 
pathways of spread, way of transmission and relevant epidemiological features. EAG VII  will focus 
on collecting and assessing the information already available to companion animal owners through 
either local veterinary practices, government veterinary offices, animal welfare societies and other 
NGOs. 
In the second cycle, the seven EAGs will shift focus towards assessment of the risks involved with 
infectious diseases and the role of companion animals, as based on the available knowledge 
assembled in Cycle I and the outcomes of the first CALLISTO conference (e.g., current knowledge 
on the priority pathogens and diseases and their key factors, user issues such as the required balance 
between positive and negative health effects of companion animal ownership and current 
intervention strategies). 
 
In the third and final cycle, the EAGs will shift focus towards formulating evidence-based 
recommendations for an action plan, defining key areas for improvement in research, education, 
advocacy and intervention strategies, based on the results of cycle I and II. 
 
The above-mentioned topics give a broad overview of the topics and scope of the respective EAGs 
in each cycle. More detailed and final topics to be addressed by each EAG in each cycle will be 
defined in the Cross EAG meetings of WP2. 
 

3. Documenting the results of the EAG studies and expert discussion in EAG reports to WP2, by 
Chairs. The end deliverable of the EAG meetings is an EAG report documenting the results of the 
studies and expert discussions at EAG level at each cycle, to be forwarded to WP2 for cross-EAG 
synthesis. The EAG reports will follow common pre-defined formats, as defined by WP2 which will 
facilitate required synthesised inputs to the larger CALLISTO conferences in WP3. 

 
 

Deliverables  WP1 results in three major deliverables at months 7, 19 and 31, one for each cycle. These 
deliverables contain the results from the series of EAG meetings held for each EAG, in preparation of the 
CALLISTO Conferences. Each EAG will produce a EAG Report that presents the main inputs of the EAG.  

D1.1 EAG reports (7) 1st cycle, Month 7 
D1.2 EAG reports (7) 2nd cycle, Month 19 
D1.3 EAG reports (7) 3rd cycle, Month 31 
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Work package number  2 Start date or starting event:  0 

Work package title Cross EAG Meetings and Reports  

Activity Type SUPP 

Participant number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Participant short name FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI 

Person months per particpant 5 16 5 5 3 5 5 5 

Objectives   

The overall objectives of WP2 are: 

- to ensure compatibility of the scope, objectives and outputs of the EAG meetings prior to each cycle; 

- to synthesise the EAG reports into cross-EAG reports translating the results of each cycle of EAG 
meetings into interdisciplinary themes and underlying documentation to be disseminated to the 
members of all EAGs and other invited participants in preparation of the WP3 CALLISTO 
conferences, 

 

Description of work   

1. Planning, hosting and chairing of Cross EAG meetings at the beginning and end of each cycle by 
partner 2 UCPH. 

2. Developing Cross EAG preparatory reports delineating per cycle for each EAG: 
- The topics and scope to be covered by each EAG; 
- The required end results of each EAG; 
- The format of the EAG report. 

3. Developing Cross EAG Synthesis reports in preparation of each WP3 CALLISTO Conference: 
- Synthesising the seven EAG reports into Cross EAG reports and disseminating these via the 

Coordinator P1 to all CALLISTO conference invitees in preparation of the Conference. 
Tasks 2 and 3 are a joint effort involving the chairs of the respective EAGs. P2 UCPH will coordinate 
these efforts as WP2 Leader. 
 

 

Deliverables  (brief description and month of delivery) 

D2.1 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 1st cycle, month 1 

D2.2 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 1st cycle, month 9 

D2.3 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 2nd cycle, month 12 

D2.4 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 2nd cycle, month  21 

D2.5 Cross EAG Preparatory Report 3rd cycle, month 24 

D2.6 Cross EAG Synthesis Report 3rd cycle, month  33 
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Work package number  3 Start date or starting event:  0 

Work package title CALLISTO Conferences and Synthesis  

Activity Type SUPP 

Participant number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Participant short name FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI 

Person months per particpant 2,5 2,5  2,5 2,5 13 2,5 2,5 2,5 

Objectives   

The overall objectives of WP3 coincide with project objectives 1, 2 and 3. 

1. To develop a detailed overview of the role of companion animals as a source of infectious diseases 
for man and food animals, including available information on disease incidence and geographical 
distribution in these host categories.  

2. To identify knowledge and technology gaps in the management of the most important zoonoses 
transmitted by companion animals. 

3. To propose targeted actions that contribute to reducing the risk for infectious disease outbreaks in 
man and food animals associated with keeping companion animals. 

 

Description of work   

WP3 encompasses the planning, organisation, implementation and follow up of the three network level 
CALLISTO conferences, marking the end of each of the three main cycles of CALLISTO. The first 
conference will focus on providing an overview of the current situation (cycle I). The second conference will 
expand to provide more insights into the health risks associated with keeping companion animals (cycle II). 
All expert opinions will culminate into the third and final CALLISTO conference resulting in the final 
CALLISTO proposals for targeted actions (cycle III). 

 
The CALLISTO conferences will follow a “Dahlem-like” approach, which has proven to be an effective 
format to stimulate interdisciplinary interaction between experts. Rather than merely having one-way 
presentations to an audience of experts, CALLISTO will organise three-day conferences, where the 
participating experts will engage into structured discussions addressing predefined themes and issues from 
their respective complementary fields of expertise and perspectives. The true strength of the CALLISTO 
conferences lies in their preparation. The participants have been handed the Cross EAG synthesis reports and 
will be able to correspond about them several weeks before the conference. On the first day of the 
conference, participants will be assigned to one of seven groups, corresponding to the seven EAGs. Each 
group will discuss a central question or problem agreed upon prior to the conference. However, there will be 
ample opportunity for the participants in one group to take part in the discussions of other groups, thus 
ensuring cross-fertilisation among expertises and perspectives. At the end of the conference there will be a 
plenary session at which each group will present a report based on a combination of the underlying EAG 
report and the subsequent group discussions. The end result of the CALLISTO conference is a strategy report 
documenting the results of the CALLISTO expert discussions and underlying studies for each cycle. 
 
 

Deliverables   

D3.1 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation, month 12 

D3.2 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation and risk assessment, month 24 

D3.3 CALLISTO Strategy Report on current situation, risk assessment and proposed actions to reduce 
these risks, month 35 
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Work package number  4 Start date or starting event:  0 

Work package title Communication and Dissemination 
Activity Type 1 SUPP 
Participant number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Participant short name FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI 

Person-months per participant: 2,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 5 1,5 

                                                      
1   Please indicate one activity per work package:   
SUPP = Support activities); MGT = Management of the consortium; OTHER = Other specific activities, if 
applicable. 

Objectives   

The objective of WP4 is project objective 4: To disseminate the results of CALLISTO to relevant 
stakeholders to contribute to the uptake of the proposed actions and to promote risk-awareness in healthy and 
balanced human/animal relationships. 
 

Description of work  (possibly broken down into tasks), and role of participants 

The activities summarised below are described in more detail in section 3.2 and are a joint effort of all 
CALLISTO participants. 

 

Building CALLISTO Website (P7): CALLISTO will develop and maintain a web based system 
(www.callisto.eu), which will be the core of the project outcomes both for internal and external purposes. It 
will contain all project documents but also videos, scientific literature and other relevant documentation, as 
well as interactive spaces for discussion with stakeholders and general public (blog, forum, webconferences, 
etc.).  The website will have a restricted area in which EAG agendas, meeting reports, scientific literature, 
background information, and policy documents are available. The public area will contain approved reports, 
background information, the CALLISTO strategy reports, the network conferences and synthesis across the 
cycle’s documents. Information will be organized respecting the project division in current situation, risks, 
actions and updated as soon as they are available. 

 
Recording and distribution of CALLISTO Videos and blogs: CALLISTO will periodically post videos and 
blogs on the website in which the members present their work and progress ( in layman terms) to the general 
public and other interested parties; 

Development and distribution of publications:  submitting publications to peer reviewed journals, and 
issuing of press releases to be distributed to national policy, healthcare, mainstream and web based media. 

 1-2-1 meetings and participation in speaker platforms and events: These will include 1-2-1 meetings and 
participation in events (e.g. CVO meetings) and participation in relevant external events such as One health 
policy forum event with a Brussels based think-tank; 

Deliverables   

D4.1     CALLISTO Website, month 3 (this deliverable includes the periodic uploaded videos and blogs) 

D4.1 CALLISTO publications 1st cycle, month 18 

D4.2 CALLISTO publications 2nd cycle, month 30 
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Work package number  5 Start date or starting event:  0 

Work package title Consortium management and assessment of progress an d 
results 

Activity Type 1 MGT 
Participant number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Participant short name FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI 

Person-months per participant: 12 - - - - - - - 

                                                      
1   Please indicate one activity per work package:   
SUPP = Support activities); MGT = Management of the consortium; OTHER = Other specific activities, if 
applicable. 

Objectives   

The objective of this work package is to ensure compliance with the EC grant agreement and its annexes 
through monitoring the financial and technical progress of the deliverables and milestones. 

 

 

Description of work   

This WP includes the consortium management activities of P1 in CALLISTO. The activities in this WP are 
described in more detail in section 2.1 but essentially encompass: 

- The installation of the CALLISTO Executive Board; 

- Monitoring the progress of the activities in all WPs towards the deliverables and objectives of 
CALLISTO, on the basis of the milestones as listed in table 1.2.c List of Milestones and within the 
budgetary limits as described in section 2.4 Resources to be committed 

- Acting as primary contact of CALLISTO with the European Commission under the EC grant 
agreement; 

- Coordinating the development of the periodic and final formal reports to the European Commission; 

FVE as the coordinator will monitor the progress of the work under CALLISTO on a continuous basis. A 
dedicated private website will be developed (under the responsibility of WP4) where all internal drafts and 
document will be submitted, including internal financial progress reports. The Executive Board , consisting 
of the lead contact persons of all eight CALLISTO partner will formally meet ten times during the course of 
the three year project, of which four will be face to face meetings. These Executive Board meetings will 
coincide with the WP2 Cross EAG meetings. These meetings and the accompanying reports will form a 
sound basis for the monitoring of the progress towards the objectives of CALLISTO. At the regular EB 
meetings the EB will decide on issues that affect the entire consortium and the Grant Agreement and/or its 
annexes. This includes: 
• Safeguarding the overall scientific quality and societal impact of the output produced by 

CALLISTO; 
• Changes to the planning or content of the activities that necessitate changes to the Grant Agreement 

with the European Commission and/or its Annexes (e.g., changes in (parts of) Description of Work 
such as deliverables, major budget divisions, adding or replacement of partners); 

• Changes in the composition of the Executive Board; 
• Resolving disputes amongst partners; 
• Monitoring the alignment and overall progress of the activities in the work packages towards the 

main objectives, milestones and deliverables; 
The Executive Board will strive for unanimous decision making on the issues listed above. In case no 
unanimous decision can be made, the decision will be made on the basis of majority votes. Every partner has 
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one vote. In case (a) partner(s) are the subject of the decision (e.g., a defaulting partner), the partner(s) 
concerned are not allowed to cast their vote. In case no majority vote can be reached, the Coordinator will 
seek advice from an independent mediator.  

On the basis of the EB meetings, FVE will collect and process all necessary data to draft the EC formal 
reports, using the relevant EC web-enables reporting tools.  

 

Deliverables   

D5.1 First period reporting documents, month 18 

D5.2 Final reporting documents, month 36 
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Table 1.2 e:  Summary of staff effort 
 
Participant 
no./short name 

WP1 WP2 WP3 WP4 WP5 Total person 
months 

1. FVE 5 5 2,5 2,5 12 27 
2. UCPH 5 16 2,5 1,5 - 25 
3. IAHAIO 5 5 2,5 1,5 - 14 
4.  EMC 5 5 2,5 1,5 - 14 
5. WSAVA 1 3 13 1,5 - 18,5 
6. FECAVA 5 5 2,5 1,5 - 14 
7. ICT 5 5 2,5 5 - 17,5 
8. HUJI 5 5 2,5 1,5 - 14 

Total  36 49 30,5 16,5 12 144 
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1.2.4 Graphical presentation of the components showing their interdependencies 

Figure 5 depicts the interdependencies of the five work packages distinguished in CALLISTO.  

 

Figure 5 is essentially a 
simplified depiction of the 
flow of deliverables between 
the work packages as 
depicted in figure 4 that 
shows the scheduled 
meetings and reports flowing 
from one WP to the other. 
WP1 provides input to WP2 
and vice versa in the form of 
the EAG Reports and Cross 
EAG Preparation Reports. 
WP2 provides input to WP3 
and vice versa in the form of 
the cross EAG Synthesis 
Reports and draft 
CALLISTO Strategy reports. 
The final results of WP3 
form the content of the 
disseminations of WP4. 
Finally WP5 is linked to all 
WPs as the central 
coordination work package.  

Figure 5: the five work packages in CALLISTO and their interdependencies 
 
 

1.2.5 Significant risks and associated contingency plans  

There are two risks that potentially could delay the implementation of the project as planned, and for which 
contingencies are put in place. The first risk is that the invited members of the EAGs are not able to attend all 
– or a considerable number of - the meetings planned. We have established direct contact with all persons 
mentioned, and have received positive responses from all those included in the list of network members. The 
meetings will be planned and scheduled far in advance, minimizing the risk of running into the situation that 
the calendars of too many of the members are incompatible. If for any reason a EAG member is no longer 
able to attend the meetings, he or she will be requested to suggest an alternative member with a comparable 
level of knowledge/expertise and authority. This proxy must be acceptable to the Executive Board. If no 
satisfactorily proxy can be identified, the EAG Chair will identify and invite alternative persons in 
collaboration with the Executive Board and the European Commission representatives. 
 
The second risk is the last minute unavailability of the venue for the large network CALLISTO conferences 
or the last minute inability to reach the venue. This includes contingencies such as air personnel strikes, ash 
clouds, terrorism alerts or other events that could delay or prevent people from travelling to the Conference. 
This risk cannot be mitigated by CALLISTO. If such a contingency occurs, the Conference will be 
implemented as planned if sufficient invited attendees are present. This will be an Executive Board decision 
in collaboration with the European Commission representatives. In case no sufficient critical mass of 
attendees can be present, all efforts will be made to reschedule the conference within the next two months. If 
this is not feasible (e.g. venue cannot be booked, calendars of conference members are incompatible), the 
conference will be replaced by an expanded Cross EAG meeting with outside experts.  
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2 IMPLEMENTATION 
 

2.1 Management structure and procedures  
The CALLISTO network will be governed by a simple yet effective management structure, as depicted in 
figure 6. The CALLISTO project management structure and internal progress monitoring, progress meeting 
and reporting mechanisms are built into the design of CALLISTO. The roles and responsibilities of the main 
CALLISTO management bodies are detailed below. 

 
 

Figure 6: The CALLISTO Project Management Structure 
 
 
CALLISTO Executive Board 
The central management body of CALLISTO is formed by the CALLISTO Executive Board (EB) consisting 
of the principal contacts of the eight partners. As such, it incorporates the WP leaders and the Chairs of the 
seven Expert Advisory Groups. The EB is chaired by the Coordinator of CALLISTO.  The EB consists of: 
1. Jan Vaarten DVM (Chair) , of P1 FVE; Coordinator of CALLISTO,  WP Leader WP5 Consortium 

Management and EAG II Policy Actions Chair; 
2. Dr. Luca Guardabassi of P2 UCPH; WP Leader of WP2 Cross EAG Meetings and Reports and 

EAG IV Zoonotic bacterial infections Chair: 
3. Prof. dr. Dennis Turner, of P3 IAHAIO; The Chair of the EAG VII Sociology and Welfare; 
4. Prof. dr. Thijs Kuiken  of P4 EMC: EAG III Zoonotic Viral Infections Chair; 
5. Prof. dr. Michael Day, of P5 WSAVA; WP Leader of WP3 Conferences and Synthesis; 
6. Dr. Johan van Tilburg of P6 FECAVA; EAG I User Community Chair; 
7. Dr. Armando Giovannini of P7 ICT; EAG VI Epidemiology and underlying factors Chair and 

representing WP4 Dissemination and Communication ; 
8. Prof. dr. Gad Baneth of P8 HUJI: EAG V Zoonotic Parasitic Infections Chair. 
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The EB has the sole authority to decide on issues that affect the entire consortium and the Grant Agreement 
and/or its annexes. This includes: 
• Safeguarding the overall scientific quality and societal impact of the output produced by 

CALLISTO; 
• Changes to the planning or content of the activities that necessitate changes to the Grant Agreement 

with the European Commission and/or its Annexes (e.g., changes in (parts of) Description of Work 
such as deliverables, major budget divisions, adding or replacement of partners); 

• Changes in the composition of the Executive Board; 
• Resolving disputes amongst partners; 
• Monitoring the alignment and overall progress of the activities in the work packages towards the 

main objectives, milestones and deliverables; 
The Executive Board will strive for unanimous decision making on the issues listed above. In case no 
unanimous decision can be made, the decision will be made on the basis of majority votes. Every partner has 
one vote. In case (a) partner(s) are the subject of the decision (e.g., a defaulting partner), the partner(s) 
concerned are not allowed to cast their vote. In case no majority vote can be reached, the Coordinator will 
seek advice from an independent mediator.  
 
The CALLISTO Coordinator 
The EB is chaired by the Coordinator of CALLISTO. The Coordinator is responsible for the following tasks: 
• The overall coordinating and executing the management tasks of CALLISTO  as described in WP7: 

Preparing, organising and chairing the periodic EB meetings, acting as the sole and direct contact 
between the CALLISTO Consortium and the European Commission on issues regarding the 
coordination of the CALLISTO network; assembling and submitting the periodic progress reports to the 
European Commission; 

 
CALLISTO Network Office 
The Coordinator and the Executive Board are supported by a CALLISTO network office, which will be 
established at the Coordinators office, located in Brussels, Belgium. The CALLISTO Network office will 
house the Project Manager and a Secretariat who will assist the Coordinator in the financial-administrative 
tasks (Technical and Financial Reporting) and logistics (organising meetings of the EB, the CALLISTO 
Conferences and the cross EAG meetings, maintaining the private section of the CALLISTO Project website, 
distribution of internal documents, etc.)  
 
WP leaders and EAG Chairs 
At the operational level, CALLISTO distinguishes the WP leaders of WP2 and WP3 and the Chairs of the 
seven EAGs. The Leader of WP2 Cross EAG meetings and reports is responsible for: 
• Coordinating the drafting of the Cross EAG Reports (Preparatory, Synthesis, Follow-up and 

Finalisation) to WP1 and WP3 in close collaboration with and based on the inputs provided by the other 
members of the EB; 

• Monitoring the progress of work at the work package level; 
• Safeguarding the scientific quality of the discussions and outputs of WP2. 
 
The Leader of WP3 CALLISTO Conferences and Synthesis is responsible for: 
• Coordinating the drafting the CALLISTO Strategy Reports in close collaboration with and based on the 

inputs provided by the other members of the EB; 
• Monitoring the progress of work at the work package level; 
• Safeguarding the scientific quality of the discussions and outputs of WP3. 
 
The Leader of WP4 Communication and Dissemination is responsible for: 
• The development and maintenance of the CALLISTO website; 
• Coordinating the processing of the CALLISTO videos, blogs and other contents to be disseminated by 

CALLISTO; 
• Monitoring the progress of work at the work package level; 
• Safeguarding the scientific quality of the dissemination contents distributed in WP4. 
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The Chairs of the EAGs are responsible for: 
• Planning, organising and implementing of the EAG meetings for their respective EAG; 
• Chairing the EAG meetings of their respective EAG; 
• Representing the EAG in the CALLISTO Executive Board and the WP2 Cross EAG meetings and WP3 

Conferences; 
• Drafting the EAG Reports to WP2; 
• Monitoring the progress of work at the EAG level; 
• Safeguarding the scientific quality of the discussions and outputs at the EAG level; 
 
No additional management and reporting layers 
It should be noted that CALLISTO has opted not to introduce additional internal management layers, and 
internal meeting and reporting procedures, separate from those already present in the design of the 
CALLISTO meeting and reporting procedures. Although their purpose and scope are distinct, the teams of 
WP2 (Cross EAG meetings), WP3 (Conferences and Synthesis) and WP5 (Executive Board) therefore have 
the same composition.  The Cross EAG meetings of WP2 will therefore be combined with formal Executive 
Board meetings of WP5, and the internal progress reporting is incorporated into the EAG reports and Cross 
EAG reports. The Coordinator will organise the WP2 meetings c.q. EB meetings and the WP3 CALLISTO 
Conferences. 
 
The table below provides an overview of the meetings of the Executive Board to be combined with the WP2 
Cross-EAG meetings (see also paragraph 1.2.2): 
 
Month Participants Purpose Organised by Output 

WP5 Kick off 
CALLISTO 

0 Executive 
Board 
members 

WP2 Cross EAG 
Preparatory meeting 
cycle 1 

Coordinator Theme Preparatory Reports 
for the 
EAGs cycle 1 

7 Executive 
Board 
members 

WP2 Cross EAG 
Synthesis meeting 
(telconf) 

WP2 Leader WP2 Cross EAG Synthesis 
Report as input to 
CALLISTO Conference 1st 
cycle 

WP2 Cross EAG  
Follow up meeting  

Requests for additional 
inputs by EAGs resulting 
from CALLISTO 
Conference 

WP2 Cross EAG  
Preparatory meeting 
cycle 2 

WP2 Theme Preparatory 
Reports for the EAGs cycle 
2 

10 Executive 
Board 
members 

WP1 First of series of 
three EAG meetings 
cycle 2. 

WP2 Leader 

WP2 Theme Preparatory 
Reports for the 
 EAGs cycle 1 

WP2 Cross EAG 
finalisation meeting 
cycle 1 

12 Executive 
Board 
members 

WP5 Internal 
Progress meeting 

Coordinator WP3 Amendments to Draft 
Strategy Report cycle 1; 
  

12-24 See months 0-12 
24-36 See months 0-12 
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2.2 Individual participants 
 

2.2.1 Partner 1: Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) 

The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) is the European umbrella organisation for veterinarians in 
Europe. Founded in 1975, FVE now represents 46 national veterinary organisations in 38 European 
countries, including all 27 EU Member States. FVE also includes 4 international Sections, each of which 
represents key groups within the veterinary profession: practitioners (UEVP), hygienists (UEVH), state 
veterinary officers (EASVO) and veterinarians in education, research and industry (EVERI). Through its 
member organisations, FVE represents more than 200.000 veterinarians throughout Europe.  

The mission of FVE is to promote animal health, animal welfare and public health across Europe. Together 
with its members, FVE aims to support veterinarians in delivering their professional responsibilities at the 
best possible level, recognised and valued by society. It strives to create the right conditions for veterinarians 
to carry out the tasks society has conferred to them: to care for animal health and welfare as well as for 
veterinary public health. 

Many veterinarians, in many different positions such as practitioners, policy officers, teachers and research 
workers etc., typically work at the human-animal interface. In addition to providing services to animal 
keepers for the prevention and control of animal diseases, they also play an essential role in the detection, 
monitoring, surveillance and reporting of transmissible diseases. Moreover they are crucial in the 
communication between policy makers and scientists and the general public about striking the balance 
between the benefits and risks associated with living in close contact with animals.  

From the outset FVE has been much involved in the prevention and control of zoonotic and food-borne 
infectious diseases. The FVE is fully committed to the “One Health” concept aiming at further integrating 
the protection of the health of animals and people. Since a number of years FVE, together with the European 
Commission (DG SANCO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) is a main organiser of the 
annual EU Veterinary week, a large, international communication event under the slogan “Animals + 
Humans = One Health”. http://one-health.eu/ee/index.php/en/homepage/ 

FVE has a large network in the political, academic and industrial world and is highly respected partner for 
many national, European and global organisations and institutions. FVE has a professional permanent 
secretariat, located in Brussels. The Executive Director is Jan Vaarten. For further information please visit 
www.fve.org 

 

Principal contact: Jan Vaarten DVM 
After graduation from the Veterinary Faculty of the University of Utrecht (NL) Jan Vaarten started his career 
in a mixed veterinary practice in the eastern part of the Netherlands. He then joined the pharmaceutical 
industry where he worked on the development of vaccines for companion animals. After 11 years, he left 
industry and took up a position as veterinary policy officer for the Royal Netherlands Veterinary 
Association. From there he went to the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality in The 
Hague. Here his main area of responsibility was zoonotic diseases. During these years, he was actively 
involved in the control of the large outbreaks of e.g., Foot and Mouth Disease (2001) and Avian Influenza 
(2003) in The Netherlands.   

Since mid 2003, Jan Vaarten is Executive Director of FVE, a Federation of 46 veterinary organisations in 38 
European countries and representing approximately 200.000 veterinarians. He is a member of several 
international committees and Advisory groups. In 2010, he was appointed Executive Secretary of the World 
Veterinary Association. 
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2.2.2 Partner 2: University of Copenhagen (UCPH) 

With 8 Faculties, over 37.000 students and more than 7.000 employees, the University of Copenhagen 
(UCPH) is the largest institution of research and education in Denmark. The Faculty of Life Sciences (LIFE) 
is the second oldest veterinary school in Europe (previously known as The Royal Veterinary and Agricultural 
University) and one of Europe's leading university environments in the areas of veterinary science, food and 
natural resources. UCPH will participate in CALLISTO through the Department of Veterinary Disease 
Biology, where approximately 250 staff members are employed. Research focuses on various areas related 
host-pathogen interaction in animal and human disease, with antimicrobial resistance and bacterial zoonoses 
being two of the major research lines within the Section of Microbiology. This Section offers a diagnostic 
microbiological laboratory specialized in companion animals which every year receives over 1500 clinical 
specimens from small animals and horses. The laboratory also receives diagnostic samples from the 
Copenhagen Zoo and performs active surveillance on the occurrence of Salmonella and other zoonotic 
bacteria in reptiles and mammals kept at the Zoo. The bacteriology group led by Luca Guardabassi will 
contribute to CALLISTO by providing expertise in pathogenic E. coli, Campylobacter, Salmonella and 
zoonotic multidrug-resistant bacteria transmitted by companion animals as well as collaboration with the 
Danish reference laboratory for infectious disease control (Statens Serum Insitut), national veterinary 
organizations and relevant international networks. The parasitology group led by Stig Milan Thamsborg will 
provide expertise in helminthic zoonoses in EAG V and represent the European Scientific Counsel 
Companion Animal Parasites (ESCCAP) in the network.  
 
Principal contact: Dr. Luca Guardabassi 
Luca Guardabassi is a veterinary microbiologist. He graduated at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the 
University of Pisa (Italy) in 1994 and received his PhD in Microbiology from The Royal Veterinary and 
Agricultural University in 2000. Diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Public Health (ECVPH), 
he is responsible for the diagnostic microbiological laboratory at his Department, and leader of a research 
group currently composed by two postdocs and five PhD students. The main research interests are 
antimicrobial resistance, antibiosis and bacterial zoonoses transmitted via direct contact with animals, 
especially companion animals. Author of more than 100 international publications since 1998, including 3 
book chapters, 56 peer-reviewed articles, and 51 conference proceedings. Editor of a recent book on 
antimicrobial therapy in animals published by Wiley. He is formally trained in project management and has a 
well-established network with leading national and international scientists in the area of antibiotic resistance 
in both companion and food animals. Current projects include an EU FP7 project on prevention of 
community and nosocomial spread and infection with MRSA ST 398 (PILGRIM) and the Danish Centre for 
Antimicrobial Research and Development (DanCARD).  
 
Relevant publications  
 

1. Damborg, P., Nielsen, S. S., Guardabassi, L. 2009. Escherichia coli shedding patterns in humans and 
dogs: insights into within-household transmission of phylotypes associated with urinary tract infections. 
Epidemiology and Infection. 137: 1457-64. 

2. Damborg, P., Top, J., Hendrickx, A. P., Dawson, S., Willems, R. J., Guardabassi, L. 2009. Dogs are a 
reservoir of ampicillin-resistant Enterococcus faecium lineages associated with human infections. 
Applied and Environmental Microbiology 75: 2360-2365.  

3. Moodley, A., Nightingale, E. C., Stegger, M., Nielsen, S. S, Skov, R., Guardabassi, L. 2008. High risk 
of nasal carriage of methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus among Danish veterinary practitioners. 
Scandinavian Journal of Work, Environment & Health 34: 151-7. 

4. Guardabassi, L., Schwarz, S., and Lloyd, D. (2004) Pet animals as reservoirs of antimicrobial resistant 
bacteria. Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 54:321-32 

5. Damborg, P., Olsen, K., Nielsen, E. M., and Guardabassi, L. (2004) The occurrence of Campylobacter 
jejuni in pets living with patients infected with C. jejuni. Journal of Clinical Microbiology 42: 1363-
1364. 
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2.2.3 Partner 3: International Association of Human-Animal Interaction Organizations (IAHAIO) 

The International Association of Human-Animal Interaction Organizations, IAHAIO (see www.iahaio.org) 
was founded in 1990 and incorporated in Renton, Washington, USA in 1992 as a not-for-profit organization. 
It gathers together national associations and related organizations interested in advancing the understanding 
and appreciation of the link between animals and humans. The Association’s main role is to provide a 
helpful co-ordinating structure between all member countries. As the worldwide interest and support for this 
young science increases, IAHAIO’s role as a communication link is essential to convey latest research 
findings and encourage further program development, especially on the effects of companion and other 
animals on human health and well-being.  
 
The IAHAIO mission is to promote research, education and sharing of information about human-animal 
interaction and the unique role that animals play in human well-being and quality of life. 
The main goals of IAHAIO are: 
o To promote new research, educational and practical development in the field of human-animal 

interaction;  
o To provide a forum for sharing ideas and information between IAHAIO member organizations; 
o To educate policy makers at local, national and international levels about the benefits of human-animal 

interaction. 
 
Currently, IAHAIO has 12 national (voting) member organizations in Europe, two in North America, and 
five around the Pacific Rim; it has three international organizations as non-voting associate members and 14 
non-voting affiliate member organizations around the world.IAHAIO holds triennial world conferences 
bringing researchers and practitioners together (up to 1600), which attract tremendous media attention 
(reaching up to 400 Mio persons/conference). Recent IAHAIO conferences include 1995 Geneva, 
Switzerland; 1998 Prague, Czech Rep.; 2001 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 2004 Glasgow, UK; 2007 Tokyo, Japan; 
2010 Stockholm, Sweden (2013, Denver USA).  
 
Principal contact: Prof.dr. Dennis C. Turner 
IAHAIO is chaired by an elected executive board which has designated its former president 1995-2010 
(Prof. Dennis C. Turner, Switzerland) as IAHAIO Representative on European Issues and specifically for 
this CALLISTO proposal. 

Relevant publications  

1. The unanimously passed IAHAIO declarations, in particular, the IAHAIO Prague Declaration on Animal-
Assisted  Therapy (1998),  the IAHAIO Declaration on Pets in Schools (2001, Rio de Janeiro), and the 
IAHAIO Tokyo Declaration (2007). See www.iahaio.org  (Resolutions).  

2. Turner, D.C.  (1998) Globalizing human-animal companionship. World Health (WHO) 51(5): 28.  
3. Wilson, C. and Turner, D.C., (eds.) 1998. Companion Animals in Human Health. Thousand Oaks (CA): 

Sage Publishers.  
4. Fehlbaum, B., Waiblinger, E. and Turner, D.C. (2010). A comparison of attitudes towards animals 

between the German- and French-speaking part of Switzerland. Schweiz. Arch. Tierheilk. 152 (6): 285-
293. (doi: 10.1024/0036-7281/a000066)  

5. Turner, D.C. (2010) The role of ethology in the field of human-animal relations and animal-assisted 
therapy. Pp. 547-553 in Fine, A. (ed.) Handbook   on Animal-Assisted Therapy: Theoretical foundations 
and guidelines for practice, 3rd edition .   Academic Press, London.  

6. Turner, D.C. and Bateson, P.P.G., Eds.  (2000). The Domestic Cat: the biology of its behaviour. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. (3rd edition, 2012)  

7. Weber, A. und Schwarzkopf, A. 2003. Heimtierhaltung – Chancen und Risiken für die Gesundheit. 
Gesundheitsberichterstattung des Bundes. (translated: Pet keeping – chances and risks for health. Health 
report to the German government.) Robert Koch Institut , Deutsche Bundesamt für Statistik, Berlin. Heft 
19.    
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2.2.4 Partner 4: Erasmus Medical Center (EMC) 

Erasmus MC is the largest university medical center in the Netherlands. It includes strong health science 
departments, strong basic research departments in addition to the largest number of university hospital 
disciplines in the country. The department of virology at Erasmus MC employs more than 120 employees of 
different disciplines and runs an extensive experimental research program on the epidemiology, pathogenesis 
prevention and treatment of infections by human and animal viruses, including influenzaviruses, 
paramyxoviruses, coronaviruses and flaviviruses. The department houses the National Influenza Center and 
the international reference center for viral haemorrhagic fevers for WHO and coordinates or participates in 
several EU FP7 and NIH funded research projects with high relevance to CALLISTO such as EMPERIE 
(223498), VECTORIE (261466) and FLUPIG (258084). Recent achievements of the department include the 
identification and characterization of several "new" viruses; the human metapneumovirus (hMPV), a human 
coronavirus (hCoV-NL), the SARS coronavirus (SARS-CoV), and a new influenza A virus subtype (H16). 
 
Principal contact: Prof. Dr. Thijs Kuiken DVM PhD DACVP  
Dr. Kuiken is Professor of Comparative Pathology within the Department of Virology, Erasmus MC. After 
graduating from Utrecht University as a veterinary surgeon in 1988, he studied Newcastle disease virus in 
cormorants at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, and defended his Ph.D. thesis in 1998. He 
specialized in veterinary pathology and received his qualification as Diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Pathologists in 2002. In 1999, he joined the Department of Virology at the Erasmus Medical 
Centre in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, and became Professor of Comparative Pathology in 2006. He is 
founder member and current president of the European Wildlife Disease Association, and scientific director 
of Artemis, Research Institute for Wildlife Health in Europe. Achievements of his group include 
demonstration of the attachment pattern of influenza viruses to the human respiratory tract, identification of 
highly pathogenic avian influenza virus (H5N1) as a cause of fatal disease in domestic cats, identification of 
SARS coronavirus as the primary cause of SARS, and characterization of distemper outbreaks in harbour 
and Caspian seals. He is author on over 100 scientific publications, including 10 in Nature or Science. 
Currently, his focus is the pathogenesis of respiratory virus infection and the characterization of emerging 
viral diseases at the animal-human interface. 
 
Relevant publications 
- van Riel D, Munster VJ, de Wit E, Rimmelzwaan GF, Fouchier RA, Osterhaus AD, Kuiken T. Human 

and avian influenza viruses target different cells in the lower respiratory tract of humans and other 
mammals. Am J Pathol 2007; 171:1-9. 

 
- Keawcharoen J, van Riel D, van Amerongen G, Bestebroer T, Beyer WE, van Lavieren R, Osterhaus 

AD, Fouchier RA, Kuiken T. Wild ducks as long-distance vectors of highly pathogenic avian influenza 
virus (H5N1). Emerg Infect Dis 2008; 14:600-607. 

 
- Kuiken T, Fouchier RA, Schutten M, Rimmelzwaan GF, van Amerongen G, van Riel D, Laman JD, de 

Jong T, van Doornum G, Lim W, Ling AE, Chan PK, Tam JS, Zambon MC, Gopal R, Drosten C, van 
der WS, Escriou N, Manuguerra JC, Stohr K, Peiris JS, Osterhaus AD. Newly discovered coronavirus as 
the primary cause of severe acute respiratory syndrome. Lancet 2003; 362:263-270. 

 
- Kuiken T, Rimmelzwaan G, van Riel D, van Amerongen G, Baars M, Fouchier R, Osterhaus A. Avian 

H5N1 influenza in cats. Science 2004; 306:241. 
 
- van Riel D, Munster VJ, de Wit E, Rimmelzwaan GF, Fouchier RAM, Osterhaus ADME, Kuiken T. 

H5N1 virus attachment to lower respiratory tract. Science 2006; 311:399. 
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2.2.5 Partner 5: World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA).  

The World Small Animal Veterinary Association is the global umbrella organization of national small 
animal veterinary associations and currently represents around 80,000 small companion animal veterinarians 
in approximately 80 different countries.  The WSAVA is dedicated to the continuing development of 
companion animal care around the world and has as its mission ‘to foster exchange of scientific information 
between individual veterinarians and veterinary organizations’. In addition to the annual international 
congress, WSAVA provides a regional continuing education programme in Asia, Central and Southern 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. WSAVA co-ordinates major scientific programmes through its permanent 
Scientific Advisory Committee, Animal Welfare Committee and Hereditary Diseases Committee.  Current 
scientific projects include hepatic, gastrointestinal and renal standardization groups, the Vaccination 
Guidelines Group, the Global Pain Council, nutritional standards (the V5 Project) and the WSAVA One 
Health Committee. These activities are funded through the standalone WSAVA Foundation. 
 
WSAVA One Health Committee 
The WSAVA One Health Committee (OHC) was formed in June 2010 with the major remit of positioning 
small companion animals within the global One Health Agenda.  The committee is chaired by Professor 
Michael Day and includes academic experts, practitioner representation and organizational representatives 
involved in One Health (the NIH, CDC, OIE and WHO).  The committee will hold its inaugural meeting in 
January 2011 and the project will continue over the following 3 years.  The OHC is supported through the 
WSAVA Foundation by a consortium of eight industry sponsors. The academic expertise and political 
network provided by the WSAVA OHC has immediate relevance to the current EU proposal (CALLISTO).  
Members of the OHC have expertise in zoonotic infectious disease related to small companion animals and 
infectious disease surveillance at the national and global levels.  The OHC will also address the fields of 
comparative medicine and the human-animal bond, the latter also of direct relevance to CALLISTO. 
 
Principal contact: Professor Michael J. Day BSc BVMS(Hons) PhD DSc DiplECVP FASM FRCPath 
FRCVS, Professor of Veterinary Pathology, University of Bristol 
Michael Day qualified as a veterinary surgeon from Murdoch University (Western Australia) in 1982.  After 
a period in small animal practice he returned to Murdoch to complete a Residency in Microbiology and 
Immunology, and a PhD involving collaborative research with the Royal Perth Hospital.  Dr. Day held 
postdoctoral positions in experimental immunology at the Universities of Bristol and Oxford and in 1990 
returned to Bristol where he is currently Professor of Veterinary Pathology and Director of Diagnostic 
Pathology.  His research interests cover experimental models of autoimmunity and a range of companion 
animal immune-mediated and infectious diseases.  Michael has published widely in the field of 
immunopathology, is author of the textbooks Clinical Immunology of the Dog and Cat (in second edition) 
and Veterinary Immunology: Principles and Practice.  He is co-editor of the BSAVA Manual of Canine and 
Feline Haematology and Transfusion Medicine and the texts Arthropod-Borne Infectious Diseases of the 
Dog and Cat and Veterinary Gastroenterology (in press).  He is a diplomate of the European College of 
Veterinary Pathology, and holds fellowship of the Australian Society for Microbiology, the Royal College of 
Pathologists and the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.  Michael is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of 
Comparative Pathology.  He is chairman of the WSAVA Scientific Committee, the BSAVA Education 
Committee, the WSAVA Vaccination Guidelines Group and the WSAVA One Health Committee. He is a 
member of the Petplan Charitable Trust Scientific Committee.  Michael is co-founder of a university spin-out 
company KWS Biotest Ltd where he is Director of Pathology.  He has been the recipient of the BSAVA 
Amoroso Award for outstanding contribution to small animal studies (1999), the BSAVA Petsavers Award 
(2000, 2006 & 2007), the RCVS Trust’s G. Norman Hall Medal for outstanding research into animal 
diseases (2003) and the Petplan Charitable Trust Scientific Award (2009). 
 
Key publications of the WSAVA OHC 
1. Day MJ. 2010.  One health: the small companion animal dimension.  Veterinary Record 167, 847-849. 
2. M.J. Day, D. Sheahan, S. Cleaveland, C. Khanna, M.R. Lappin, C.B. Palatnik-de-Sousa, C. Rubin, A. Thiermann; the 

WSAVA One Health Committee.The WSAVA One Health Committee: Promoting Comparative Clinical Research - the Value 
of the Companion Animal Model.  1st  International One Health Conference, Melbourne 2011. 

3. M.J. Day, D. Sheahan, S. Cleaveland, C. Khanna, M.R. Lappin, C.B. Palatnik-de-Sousa, C. Rubin, A. Thiermann; the 
WSAVA One Health Committee.The WSAVA One Health Committee: Positioning Companion Animals in Global Infectious 
Disease Surveillance.  1st International One Health Conference, Melbourne 2011. 
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2.2.6 Partner 6: Federation of European Companion Animal Veterinary Associations (FECAVA). 

FECAVA, short for the Federation of European Companion Animal Veterinary Associations was founded in 
Biel, Switzerland in 1990. Its current official headquarters is located at Rue de Berri 40 Paris, France and the 
secretariat is located at Rue Defaqcz 1 Brussels, Belgium.  Through its members, FECAVA represents over 
30.000 veterinarians in 37 countries. Also 12 European Societies and Colleges are Associate Members of 
FECAVA. Individual European veterinarians, who are members of their national companion animal 
association, are automatically members of FECAVA.  The primary aims and objectives or FECAVA are: 

• To promote continuing education of companion animal veterinarians; 
• To harmonise the activities of the Companion Animal Veterinary Associations in Europe; 
• To represent and promote the interest of the Companion Animal Veterinary Profession of Europe; 
• To promote the highest standards of companion animal medicine and welfare; 

 
In pursuit of these objectives FECAVA organises an annual European congress, as well as supporting 
numerous Continuing Education courses and symposia. It meets regularly with the Union of European 
Veterinary Practitioners (UEVP) and the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) and actively 
collaborates in areas of common interest with various national, European and international organisations. It 
has a website (www.fecava.org) with information on activities and contacts and publishes a high quality 
journal of continuing education twice yearly in hard copy format and 1 online issue  
 
Current key issues for FECAVA, prompting their active involvement as Chair of the Expert Advisory Group 
User Community is to foster ccontinuing education, to maintain and the human-animal bond, dog bite 
prevention (The Blue Dog), animal identification, animal welfare, veterinary nurse training standards, 
practice standards and management, hereditary disease control, policy statements, and the socio-economic 
aspects of companion animals. More information on FECAVA can be found at www.fecava.org. 
 
Principal contact: dr. Johan van Tilburg DVM 
Dr. Van Tilburg graduated at the faculty of Ghent and served as senior partner in Small Animal Clinic: ADR 
ANTWERP (Belgium) and President of SAVAB Flanders (1994-1998). He has been a Member of the Board 
of SAVAB from 1992. He serves as the International representative for Belgium at FECAVA and WSAVA 
and, after serving as Treasurer for and Vice President of FECAVA he became President of FECAVA in 
2009. 
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2.2.7 Partner 7:  Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale” (ICT) 

Istituto “G. Caporale” is a public health Institution belonging to the Italian Public Health Service. Its mission 
is to provide cutting edge scientific and technological services in the fields of Public Health, Food Safety, 
Animal Welfare, prevention of Zoonoses,  Food Production, as well as to spread the knowledge generated by 
its activities. The Institute carries out research on etiology, pathogenesis and epidemiology of animal 
pathogens (including zoonotic agents), on new diagnostic methods and on risk models, on the improvement 
of quality assurance systems..  
Istituto “G. Caporale” main tasks are:  
- research on aetiology and pathogenesis of infectious and communicable diseases of animals; 
- microbiological and chemical laboratory tests for the diagnosis of animal diseases, including 

zoonoses;  
- epidemiological surveillance on animal health, on animal production and food safety hygiene; 
- training of professional and technical operators in animal health, public health and animal 

production;  
- management of data processing and monitoring systems.  

Istituto “G. Caporale” is a Collaborating Centre of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), for 
Veterinary Training, Epidemiology, Food Safety and Animal Welfare. The Institute is also the National 
Centre for animal identification and registration. It is also National reference centre for exotic animal 
diseases, for epidemiology and risk analysis, and for brucellosis. Since 2007 the Institute is training provider 
for the European Commission in the field of animal welfare,  within the “Better training for safer food” 
Initiative. Ongoing research projects concern the surveillance methods in veterinary public health, in 
particular zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance and risk analysis in production and consumption of food of 
animal origin; the study of new methods for the diagnosis of animal diseases and food of animal origin 
analysis; the study of new methods for environmental control to protect human, fish and other wild animals; 
animal welfare. 
The participation of Istituto G. Caporale in CALLISTO project will make available to the consortium 
reliable expertise on epidemiology and risk assessment, and animal welfare, with a long established 
recognition of its scientific production and its skills in the management of information. Istituto “G. Caporale” 
has a longstanding tradition in the use of epidemiological methods to manage health risks associated to 
companion animal zoonoses, acknowledged by OIE and demonstrated by publishing a significant number of 
scientific papers on the most accredited and authoritative peer reviewed specialist journals. Istituto “G. 
Caporale”, moreover, has developed research on companion animal welfare, stray dog population 
management and control, shelter medicine and quality management, and participated in the working groups 
that drafted the OIE guidelines for import risk analysis and for the management of dog populations.  A recent 
achievement is the web site www.carodog.eu, implemented in collaboration with Vier Pfoten International, 
as web based knowledge management system dedicated to responsible pet ownership. The Institute has also 
a wide esperience in the management of eLearning and web based training services. 

 
Principal contact: dr. Armando Giovannini 
Dr. Armando Giovannini, DVM. Main activities: research on epidemiology and control of infectious animal 
diseases, animal health and food safety risk analysis. Main publications of the last year: 
• Calistri P., Giovannini A., Hubalek Z., Ionescu A., Monaco F., Savini G., Lelli R. 2010. Epidemiology 

of west nile in europe and in the mediterranean basin. The open virology journal 2010, 4, 29-37. 
• Calistri P., Giovannini A., Savini G., Monaco F., Bonfanti L., Ceolin C., Terregino C., Tamba M., 

Cordioli P., Lelli R. 2010. West Nile virus transmission in 2008 in north-eastern Italy. Zoonoses and 
public health 2010, 57(3), 211-9. 

• Calistri P., Giovannini A., Savini G., Bonfanti L., Cordioli P., Lelli R., Caporale V. 2010. Antibody 
response in cattle vaccinated against bluetongue serotype 8 in Italy. Transboundary and emerging 
diseases 2010, 57(3), 180-4. 

• Natale F., Savini L., Giovannini A., Calistri P., Candeloro L., Fiore G. 2011. Evaluation of risk and 
vulnerability using a Disease Flow Centrality measure in dynamic cattle trade networks. Preventive 
Veterinary Medicine 2011, 98, 111–8 
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Other key persons involved 

Dr. Barbara Alessandrini, Trainer. She is engaged in the management of the training activities carried out by 
the OIE Collaborating Centre for Veterinary Training, Epidemiology, Food Safety and Animal Welfare of 
Istituto G. Caporale. She is involved in Quality System with regard to analysis, design, provision and 
evaluation of specialist and management training services in health field in compliance with the requirements 
of UNI EN ISO 9001:2000. Her main current responsibility is the development of eLearning programmes 
and training courses for veterinarians and other health professionals mainly belonging to the National 
Competent Authorities. Main publications of the last three years: 
• Slater M.R., Di Nardo A., Pediconi O., Dalla Villa P., Candeloro L., Alessandrini B., Del Papa S. 2008. 

Free-roaming dogs and cats in central Italy: Public perceptions of the problem. Prev Vet Med, 84(1-2), 
27-47. 

• B. Alessandrini. 2008. Implementation of distance learning programmes on animal welfare. In 
Proceedings of the 2nd OIE Global Conference on animal welfare. Putting the OIE standards to work. 
Cairo, Egypt. 20-22 October 2008. Abstract Book. World Organisation for Animal Health, Paris. 

• Slater M.R., Di Nardo A., Pediconi O., Dalla Villa P.,  Candeloro L., Alessandrini B. 2008. Cat and dog 
ownership and management patterns in central Italy. Prev Vet Med, 85, 267-294 

• Dalla Pozza M., Valerii L., Graziani M., Ianniello M., Bagni M., Damiani S., Ravarotto L., Butani L., 
Ceolin C., Terregino C., Cecchinato M., Lelli R., Alessandrini B. 2010. An e-Learning Course on Avian 
Influenza in Italy. Avian Diseases 54, 784-786   

• Caporale V., Alessandrini B., Dalla Villa P., D’Albenzio S. 2010. Lifelong learning on animal welfare: 
strategies, goals, and means for official veterinarians. Proceedings of the international conference on 
animal welfare education: everyone is responsible. Brussels, 1-2 October, 2010. Directorate General for 
health and Consumers, European Commission. 26-37 

• Alessandrini B., D’Albenzio S., Turrini M., Valerii L., Moretti M., Pediconi O., Callegari ML.., Lelli R. 
2011. Emergency management: eLearning as immediate response to veterinary training need. Veterinaria 
Italiana. Accepted for publication. 

 
Dr. Paolo Dalla Villa, DVM 
Main activities: As the head of Human-Animal Relationship and Animal Welfare Laboratory he is leading 
the Istituto G. Caporale Research Centre on Animal welfare, promoting extensive research on companion 
animal welfare assessment and performance of studies on animal welfare indicators. Practical knowledge and 
expertise on public perception of pets in the society and human-animal interaction, stray dog population 
management and control were developed  during his former activity as a Veterinary Officer in the National 
Veterinary Service. 
• Caporale V., Alessandrini B., Dalla Villa P., D’Albenzio S. (2010) “Lifelong learning on animal welfare: 

strategies, goals and means for official veterinarians” Proceedings of the International Conference on 
Animal Welfare education, Bruxelles, Belgium, 1-2 October 2010, Directorate General for health and 
Consumers, European Commission. 26-37 

• P. Dalla Villa, S. Kahn, L. Stuardo, L. Iannetti, A. Di Nardo & J.A. Serpell (2010) “OIE questionnaire 
on dog population control in 81 countries: different  national approaches to the "free-roaming dog" 
problem and their association with degrees of economic development” Preventive Veterinary Medicine, 
97 (2010) 58–63. 

• Siracusa, A. Di Nardo, J. Serpell, L. Iannetti, M. Podaliri, R. Trentini, P. Dalla Villa (2010) “A 
comparison between a direct and an indirect method for assessing aggressiveness in dogs” J Vet Behav: 
Clin Appl Res 5 (1) 55 

• Dalla Villa P., Iannetti L., Podaliri Vulpiani M.,Maitino A., Trentini R. & Del Papa S. (2008). “A 
management model applied in two “no-kill” dog shelters in central Italy: use of population medicine for 
three consecutive years”. Veterinaria Italiana, 44 (2): 347-359.  

• Slater M.R., Di Nardo A., Pediconi O., Dalla Villa P., Candeloro L. Alessandrini B., Del Papa S. “Cat 
and dog ownership and management patterns in central Italy”. Preventive Veterinary Medicine, 85 
(2008) 267-294. 

• Slater M.R., Di Nardo A., Pediconi O., Dalla Villa P., Candeloro L. Alessandrini B., Del Papa S. “Free-
roaming dogs and cats in central Italy: Public perception of the problem”. Preventive Veterinary 
Medicine, 84 (2008) 27-47. 
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2.2.8 Partner 8: The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, School of Veterinary Medicine (HUJI). 

The Hebrew University, is a multidisciplinary institution of higher learning and research, that has been 
ranked among the top universities in the world in two comprehensive surveys conducted by The Times 
Higher Education Supplement of London and Shanghai University.  The Hebrew University's School of 
Veterinary Medicine is the only veterinary school in Israel. Its primary mandate is to carry out research on 
veterinary and public health topics and to create a permanently evolving cadre of veterinary professionals. 
The current number of students in the school is 250. Veterinary medicine students trained in Israel become 
thoroughly familiar with animal health - both in regard to clinical practice and in basic and applied research. 
Research is required for understanding the aetiology of animal health problems and how to deal with them. 
Likewise, the School of Veterinary Medicine is mandated to improve public health in Israel and around the 
world by addressing animal- and vector-borne diseases especially zoonotic diseases. The School is also 
concerned with promoting and improving animal welfare for livestock, food production and companion 
animals worldwide.   
 
Principal contact: Prof.dr. Gad Baneth 
Prof. Baneth graduated from the Hebrew University School of Veterinary Medicine in Israel in 1990. He did 
a Small Animal internship and residency at the Hebrew University until 1994 followed by a fellowship in 
Infectious Diseases Research at the College of Veterinary Medicine, North Carolina State University during 
1994 and 1995. He received a PhD in veterinary parasitology from the Hebrew University in 2000. Prof. 
Baneth is a diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Clinical Pathology (ECVCP) and served as 
head of the Small Animal Internal Medicine Department at the Hebrew University Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital. Prof. Baneth's research interests focus on the pathogenesis, diagnosis and treatment of veterinary 
and zoonotic vector-borne infectious diseases. He is a member of the editorial board of the Journal 
Veterinary Parasitology, World Small Animal Veterinary Associaton (WSAVA) Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC), member of the Board of Directors – International Society for Companion Animal 
Infectious Diseases (ISCAID), and vice president of the LeishVet group for standardization of the diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention of canine leishmanioasis. Prof. Baneth heads a laboratory for the research of 
vector-borne diseases which also provides diagnostic services. Prof. Baneth will serve as the Chair of the 
Expert Advisory Group Parasitic zoonotic infections. 
 
 
Relevant publications  

1. Baneth G, Mathew JS, Shkap V, Macintire DK, Barta JR, Ewing SA (2003). Canine hepatozoonosis:  two disease 
syndromes caused by separate Hepatozoon  species. Trends Parasitol. 19: 27-31. 

2. Strauss-Ayali D, Jaffe CL, Burshtain O, Gonen L, Baneth G.(2004) Polymerase Chain reaction using noninvasively 
obtained samples, for the detection of Leishmania infantum DNA in dogs. J. Infect. Dis. 89: 1729-1733. 

3. Harrus S, Baneth G (2005). Drivers for the emergence and reemergence of vector-borne protozoal and rickettsial 
organisms. Int. J. Parasitol. 35: 1309-1318. 

4. Baneth G, Samish M, Shkap V. (2007). Life cycle of Hepatozoon canis (Apicomplexa: Adeleorina: Hepatozoidae) in the 
Tick Rhipicephalus sanguineus and Domestic dog (Canis familiaris). J. Parasitol. 93: 283-299.  

5. Strauss-Ayali D, Baneth G, Jaffe CL. (2007). Splenic immune responses  during canine visceral leishmaniasis. Vet. Res. 
38: 547-564. 

6. Baneth G, Koutinas AF,  Solano-Gallego L, Bourdeau P, Ferrer L. (2008) Canine leishmaniosis- New Concepts and 
Insights on an Expanding Zoonosis – part one. Trends Parasitol. 24:324-330. 

7. Solano-Gallego L, Koutinas A, Miró G, Cardoso L, Pennisi MG, Ferrer L, Bourdeau P, Oliva G, Baneth G. (2009). 
Directions for the diagnosis, clinical staging, treatment and prevention of canine leishmaniosis. Vet. Parasitol. 165:  

8. Henn JB, Chomel BB, Boulouis HJ, Kasten RW, Murray WL, Bar-Gal G, King R, Courreau JF, Baneth G. 
(2009).Bartonella rochalimea in Raccoons, Coyotes, and Red Foxes. Emerg. Infect. Dis. 15: 1984-1987. 

9. Talmi-Frank D, Jaffe CL, Nasereddin A, Warburg A, King R, Svobodova M, Peleg, Baneth G. (2010). Leishmania tropica 
in Rock Hyraxes (Procavia capensis) in a Focus of Human Cutaneous Leishmaniasis. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg. 82: 814-818. 

10. Talmi-Frank D, Nasereddin A, Schnur LF, Schönian G, Özensoy Töz S, Jaffe CL, Baneth G. (2010). Detection and 
Identification of Old World Leishmania by High Resolution Melt Analysis. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 12;4(1):e581 

11. Talmi-Frank D, Kedem N, King R, Kahila Bar-Gal G, Edery N,  Jaffe CL, Baneth G. (2010) Leishmania tropica Infection 
in Golden Jackals (Canis aureus) and Red Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) in Israel. Emerg. Infect. Dis. 16: 1973-1975  
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2.3 Consortium as a whole 
As the composition of the think-tank is crucial to achieve the main objectives of CALLISTO, we have put 
great effort in including all the relevant disciplines, sectors, professions in the network, that together cover 
all aspects involved in providing the necessary overview of the current situation with regards to the role of 
companion animals in zoonotic infections and the proposal of necessary and possible actions to reduce the 
risks involved. With the positive replies received on the invitations to the envisaged members of the seven 
EAGs we trust that CALLISTO will qualify as the “unprecedented “think tank” to provide an overview of 
the current situation and propose targeted actions to prevent reduce and eliminate the health risks for 
humans and food animals associated with keeping companion animals” as requested by the Call topic. The 
CALLISTO Consortium conceptually consists of three levels - as depicted in figure 7.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7: The three levels in the CALLISTO consortium, covering the relevant complementary disciplines, 

sectors, professions and areas of interest for the main objectives of CALLISTO 
 
• Core Consortium: At the core of CALLISTO are the eight formal participants of CALLISTO as 

described in paragraphs 2.2.1 through 2.2.8. These formal participants will be responsible for 
chairing one of the seven EAGs and/or coordinating one or more of the CALLISTO work packages 
and as such will accede to the eventual EC grant agreement. The composition of the core consortium 
has been purposefully developed to cover the seven complementary perspectives and expertise areas 
that have been at the basis of defining the seven Expert Advisory Groups. 

• Expert Advisory Groups: The second level of the CALLISTO consortium comprises the 
representatives of international associations, organisations and research institutes that will serve as 
expert advisor in one of the seven EAGs. A total of over 40 organisations are represented in the 
seven EAGs.  These organisations will not become formal participants of CALLISTO (in the sense 
that they will accede to the eventual EC grant Agreement) but nevertheless are an integral part of the 
larger CALLISTO consortium. As is the case with the Core consortium, the EAG members cover all 
perspectives grouped into the seven main EAGs. 
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• Links to larger groups of stakeholders: In the outer ring are the member organisations and the 
wider academic networks of the international associations and academic institutions represented in 
the Expert Advisory Groups, who will have input through their international umbrella organisations 
or the academic leaders in the respective EAGs. 

 
In the following tables the experts that have expressed their interest to serve on the respective EAG groups 
are listed. 
 
 Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group User Community 
This EAG will be chaired by Johan van Tilburg of  P6. FECAVA. It comprises of leading experts of 
international organisations representing medical associations, veterinary associations pet food industry 
associations and companion animal owners. As such, this EAG is perfectly suited to address the issues from 
the perspective of the recipient groups of the proposed actions. 

Expert Advisory Group I. User Community 
Members Affiliation Representing 
Birgit Beger Secretary General of CPME, Comité Permanent des 

Médecins Européens/Standing Committee of 
European Doctors. http://www.cpme.be/index.php 

Sandra Ribón EU Policy Advisor of CPME 

27 European national Medical 
Associations.  

Josh Slater President of  FEEVA, Federation of European Equine 
Veterinary Associations- 
(http://www.fve.org/about_fve/organisations.html#fee
va_structure)  

19 European National Equine 
Veterinary Associations. 

Tjeerd Jorna  President of WVA,World Veterinary Organisation 
http://www.worldvet.org/node/9) 

Over 80 national veterinary 
medical associations 
throughout the world. 

Thomas Meyer  Secretary General of FEDIAF – European Pet Food 
Industry Federation http://www.fediaf.org/ 

20 National pet food industry 
associations and around 450 
European pet food producing 
companies. 

Jane Sykes Member Board of Directors of ISCAID, The 
International Society for Companion Animal 
Infectious Diseases 
http://www.iscaid.org/page.cfm/contact 

Veterinarians, physicians, 
microbiologists and ecologists 
that share a common interest 
in the field of companion 
animal infectious diseases. 

 
 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Policy Actions 
This EAG will be chaired by Jan Vaarten, DVM, Executive Director of P1, Federation of Veterinarians of 
Europe. The group will comprise of several European organizations each covering a specific subject with 
importance to the keeping of companion animals. Whether this is animal welfare, animal health industry, 
veterinarians or pet trade organizations, each member of this group will have specific knowledge of the 
legislation concerning companion animals. In addition to having a good understanding of the pathogens 
causing zoonotic diseases and how these are transmitted, it is equally important to understand how people 
interact with companion animals and how this could be influenced, either by legal or by non-legal measures. 
Obviously, rules and regulations alone will not be sufficient to make a difference in how people deal with 
their companion animals. On the contrary, under certain conditions people may react opposite to what 
regulators have thought to be wise because they feel that it might harm their animal friends.  Measures 
applicable to disease control in farm animals cannot simply be applied to companion animals. The health and 
welfare of individual people and individual animals and maybe even more how these are perceived have to 
be taken into consideration. The group will focus on how technical knowledge about pathogens and diseases 
can be translated into effective policy actions. 
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Expert Advisory Group II. Policy Actions  

Members Affiliation Representing 
Laurens 
Hoedemaker  

EUROFACW, European Forum for 
Animal Welfare Councils  

European Animal Welfare Councils. 

Svein Fossa   President of EPO, European Pet 
Organisation http://www.eponet.org/ 

12 European National Pet Organisations. 

Declan O’Brien  Managing Director of IFAH-Europe, 
IFAH, International Federation for 
Animal Health www.ifahsec.org 
 

27 National Animal Medicine Associations. 

David Bayvel  Chair of NZ/Australia OIE Collaborating 
Centre for Animal Welfare Science and 
Bioethical Analysis 
http://animalwelfare.massey.ac.nz/about
us.html 
 

Expertise in the scientific, veterinary, 
management, practical, economic, legal, 
regulatory, societal, cultural, ethical and 
emergency response aspects of animal 
welfare in numerous areas of human-animal 
interactions.  

Sonja Van Tichelen  Director of Eurogroup for Animals 
http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/ 

45 national animal welfare organisations in 
27 countries. 

Nadège Leboucq Representative in Brussels of World 
Organisation for Animal health OIE 

The OIE is the intergovernmental 
organisation responsible for improving 
animal health worldwide and has a total of 
178 Member Countries and Territories.  

Nina Marano Branch Chief, Quarantine and Border 
Health Services Branch, Division of 
Global Migration and Quarantine, 
National Center for Emerging and 
Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID), 
CDC USA: 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/subtopic/sme/
marano.htm 
 

National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic 
Infectious Diseases (NCEZID) of CDC USA:  

Frank Boelaert Deputy Head Unit on Zoonoses Data 
Collection, EFSA 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/ 
 

EFSA 

In addition to the abovementioned members, EAG II will also include representatives of WHO and ECDC  , 
who have expressed interest in serving as advisors in EAG II if and once CALLISTO will commence its 
activities. 
 
 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Zoonotic viral infections 
This EAG will be chaired by Prof. Thijs Kuiken of P4 Erasmus MC. The EAG III consists of six 
international experts in the field of emerging viral diseases, including influenza, SARS, rabies, Crimean-
Congo hemorrhagic fever and infectious salmon anaemia. They also represent knowledge of viral diseases in 
different host categories (humans, companion animals, food animals including poultry, free-living wildlife, 
and fishes) and a variety of topics or disciplines (virus discovery, antiviral therapy, vaccination, 
pathogenesis, pathology, molecular diagnosis and epidemiology, surveillance, viral transmission, human 
clinical research, sero-epidemiology). The group also represents a variety of reference centres: National 
(France) Reference Centre on Viral Haemorrhagic Fevers, WHO Collaborative Centre on Arboviruses and 
Viral Haemorrhagic Fevers, OIE Reference Laboratory on Rift Valley Fever and Crimea-Congo Fever 
Viruses, EU/OIE/FAO Reference Laboratory on Avian and Animal Influenza, WHO National (Netherlands) 
Influenza Centre, WHO Global Reference Laboratory for Measles, and WHO Collaborative Centre for 
Arboviruses and Haemorrhagic Fevers, and OIE Reference Centre for Infectious Salmon Anaemia. 
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Expert Advisory Group III Zoonotic Viral Infections  

Members Affiliation Main Expertise 
Ab Osterhaus Erasmus Medical Center (the 

Netherlands) 
Medical and veterinary virology, vaccinology, 
virus infections of dogs and cats 

Noël Tordo Institut Pasteur (France) Antiviral therapy, Rabies and Lyssaviruses, 
Hemmorhagic viruses 

Anna Papa Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
(Greece) 

Medical virology, epidemiology, emerging 
tick-borne virus infections  

Ian Brown Veterinary Laboratories Agency 
(United Kingdom) 

Veterinary virology, animal influenza 

Menno de Jong Academic Medical Centre (the 
Netherlands)  

Medical microbiology, emerging viral 
infections in humans 

Espen Rimstad Norwegian School of Veterinary 
Science (Norway) 

Veterinary virology; infectious salmon 
anaemia and other fish viruses 

 
 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Zoonotic Bacterial infections 
The EWG will be chaired by Prof. Luca Guardabassi of P2 UCPH. The composition of the EAG IV takes 
into account the great diversity of bacterial diseases transmitted by companion animals, including both 
established and newly emerging zoonoses. The chair will be assisted by 6 world renowned colleagues, 
including 2 American experts providing unique expertise on specific diseases (bartonellosis) and issues 
(veterinary hospital infection control), which have been less intensively investigated in Europe compared to 
the USA and Canada. The group includes Diplomates from two European (ECVPH and ECZM) and one 
American (ACVIM) college, and two WHO Collaborating Centers for New and Emerging Zoonoses and 
Campylobacter, respectively. The group members have published more than 20 book chapters and over 500 
peer-reviewed articles on bacterial zoonoses, many of which focus on companion animals. They are 
responsible for or have direct access to large databases and strain collections at the diagnostic laboratories 
and the veterinary hospitals of their home institutions and have well-established links to veterinary and 
medical networks relevant to this area on both the national and the global scale. 
 

Expert Advisory Group IV Zoonotic Bacterial Infecti ons 
Members Affiliation Main Expertise 
Jaap Wagenaar University of Utrecht (the 

Netherlands) 
campylobacteriosis 

Scott Weese University of Guelph (Canada) infection control of bacterial zoonoses 
associated with horses and pets  

Lothar Wieler Freie University Berlin (Germany) molecular epidemiology and pathogenesis of 
pathogenic and multiresistant bacteria  

Frank Pasmans University of Ghent (Belgium) NHPH and psittacosis  
Bruno Chomel University of California (USA) bartonellosis and vectorborne diseases  
Christian Gortazar Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha 

(Spain) 
epidemiology of infectious diseases shared 
by wild animals, companion animals and 
humans 

 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Zoonotic Parasitic infections 
EAG V will be chaired by Prof. Gad Baneth (P8, Hebrew University, Israel) and brings together well 
established specialists on a variety of parasitic infections including protozoa, helminths and arthropod 
external parasites from six countries.  The group members complement each other’s field of research and 
expertise and represent a broad range of disciplines ranging from clinical diagnosis to the epidemiology of 
parasitic infections and the immunopathological basis for parasitic diseases.  The group includes four 
diplomates of the European Veterinary Parasitology College (Otranto, Thamsborg, Guillot, Deplazes) and 
two diplomates of the European College of Clinical Pathology (Baneth, Solano-Gallego). Three experts 
(Thamsborg, Guillot, Deplazes) are also members of the European Scientific Counsel Companion Animal 
Parasites (ESCCAP) and the university of Copenhagen serves as a WHO Collaborating Center on Parasitic 
Zoonoses (Thamsborg). The group members are active in local as well as international networks for the 
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study and management of parasitic diseases and have substantial contacts with other scientists, organizations, 
companies and institutions with a primary interest in the management and prevention of parasitic infections 
and zoonoses. The EAGs composition is: 
 

Expert Advisory Group V Zoonotic Parasitic Infectio ns 
Members Affiliation Main Expertise 
Domenico Otranto   University of Bari (Italy) arthropods and arthropod borne 

diseases  

Stig Milan Thamsborg   University of Copenhagen (Denmark) clinical parasitology and animal health 
with a strong focus on helminths, 
including zoonotic infections and 
infections of companion animals 

Jacques Guillot   Ecole nationale vétérinaire 
d’Alfort/Veterinary College of Alfort (France) 

Molecular biology and immunology of 
parasitic and fungal infections 

Laia Solano Gallego   Royal Veterinary College (United Kingdom) Vector-borne disease of zoonotic 
importance such as leishmaniosis, 
rickettsiosis, bartonellosis, babesiosis 
and ehrlichiosis/anaplasmosis in dogs 
and cats. 

Peter Deplazes   University of Zurich (Switzerland) Diagnostics of zoonotic parasites in 
humans and animals. Control of 
helminthic zoonoses (e.g. 
Echinococcus, Toxocara). 
Epidemiology of helminthic and 
protozoal zoonoses.  

 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Epidemiology and underlying factors 
This EAG will be chaired by Dr. Armando Giovannini  of P7.ICT. This EAG covers a wide range of 
disciplines (epidemiology, ecology, clinical medicine, animal transport, diseases surveillance), relevant host 
species groups (companion animals, domestic animals, wildlife), and geographical (Europe, North America, 
Africa, Australia) expertise. 
 

Expert Advisory Group VI Epidemiology and underlyin g factors  

Members Affiliation Expertise 
Andrew Cunningham  Deputy Head, Institute of Zoology  

& Head of Wildlife Epidemiology  

 

Expertise on veterinary pathology and 
epidemiology, with specialism in wildlife species, 
in particular birds, reptiles and amphibians 

Sarah Cleaveland Professor in Comparative 
Epidemiology at University of 
Glasgow 

veterinary epidemiology, links to Global Alliance 
for Rabies Control (as a founding director), the 
TDR ZOOM-IN reference group on zoonoses, 
WHO expert groups on rabies and neglected 
zoonotic diseases 

Neil Forbes Head of Exotic Veterinary 
department at Bristol University  

RCVS and European Recognised Specialist in 
Avian medicine for 19 years.  Wide experience in 
treating and investigating disease outbreaks etc in 
captive bird and wildlife situations, including 
zoonotic potential 

Andrew Breed Veterinary Epidemiologist at 
Veterinary Laboratories Agency  

epidemiology and surveillance of bat-borne and 
avian zoonoses , avian influenza, bat lyssaviruses, 
West Nile virus and henipaviruses.  

Jef Segers Companion Animal 
Chairperson/Board of Directors and 
EU representative on ATA, Animal 
Transport Association  

ATA brings a unique perspective through our 
memberships extensive experience transporting 
all animal species.  Welfare and disease control 
would be our members top priorities.  Our animal 
shipments are via land / air and sea. 

Ted Leighton Executive Director of the CCWHC 
and a Professor in the Department 
of Veterinary Pathology at the 
Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of 

Animal disease surveillance and national and 
international disease management policy. He is a 
member of the permanent Working Group on 
Wildlife Diseases of the World Organization for 
Animal Health (OIE) and is the Theme Leader for 
Chronic Wasting Disease for PrioNet Canada 
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Saskatchewan, Saskatoon .  
Vaslleios Kontos Director Dpet. Of Vetermiary Public 

Health, National School of Public 
Health (Greece) 

Expertise on the epidemiology of zoonotic 
diseases in Greece and Balkan countries. 
Organisation and participation in many European 
projects on emerging and re-emerging zoonoses 
such as Leishmaniosis, Rickettsiasis, 
Echinococcosis, Trichinellosis etc. 

 
 
Complementary composition of Expert Advisory Group Sociology and animal Welfare 
EAG VII will be chaired by Prof. Dennis C. Turner (P3, International Association of Human-Animal 
Interaction Organizations, having many national member organizations in EU countries) and brings together 
well established specialist in all disciplines involved in human-companion animal relations: psychology, 
anthrozoology, safe meat consumption, ecology and animal behaviour science, animal welfare science, dog 
population management (rabies control), sociology, training and education. The experts selected come from 
heavily involved and interested organizations: IAHAIO, the International Society for Anthrozoology, the 
World Society for the Protection of Animals, Humane Society International, ICT (P7), and FAO. They were 
selected for their understanding of the broader issues involved in companion animal ownership, welfare and 
management and are aware of the need to strike a balance between factual information on zoonosis risks and 
promotion of responsible pet ownership. 
 

Expert Advisory Group VII Sociology and Animal Welf are 

Members Affiliation Main Expertise 
Marie-José Enders-
Slegers 

Vice President P3. IAHAIO Psychology 

James Serpell  Secretary for Development on the Baord of ISAZ, 
International Society for Anthrozoology, the (see 
www.isaz.net, USA) 

Arthrozoology. 

Elly Hiby  Head of Companion Animals at WSPA, World 
Society of the Protection of Animals, Dept. of 
Companion Animals 

Ecology and companion 
animal behavioural science. 

Jo Swabe  EU representative of HSI,  Humane Society 
International, a division of the Humane Society of the 
United States  

Sociology. 

Barbara Alessandrini  P7. ICT  Trainer/educator.  

Paolo Dalla Villa  P7. ICT Animal welfare science. 

Katinka DeBalogh Senior Officer (Veterinary Public Health) FAO, Food 
and Agricultural Organisation;  
 

Rabies, dog management, 
meat consumption. 
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2.4 Resources to be committed  
CALLISTO requests a total EC contribution of EUR 999.998 to enable the implementation of its activities.  
The total budgeted direct costs amount to: 
- Direct personnel costs : EUR 480.000 
- Direct costs WP1 :  EUR 147.800 
- Direct costs WP2 : EUR   30.600 
- Direct costs WP3 :  EUR 264.500 
- Direct costs WP4 : EUR   10.500 
- Direct costs WP5 : EUR     1578 

Total direct costs: EUR € 934.578  
Indirect costs (7%) EUR € 65.420  
Total budgeted costs EUR € 999.998  

 
Direct Personnel costs 
A total of EUR 480.000 of the requested EC contribution is requested to cover the costs of PhD students or 
equivalents assisting the principal contacts of the CALLISTO partners in the activities to be performed. 
These direct personnel costs are calculated on the basis of a budgeted amount of 120 person months in total 
and an average monthly gross salary of EUR 4000. These 120 person months are divided as follows over the 
eight CALLISTO partners and WPs: 

Partners  
WP 

 
Activity FVE UCPH IAHAIO EMC WSAVA FECAVA ICT HUJI Total 

1 Literature studies, 
stakeholder information 
gathering and drafting 
EAG reports 

4 4 4 4 - 4 4 4 28 

2 Processing EAG reports 
into Cross EAG reports 

4 15 4 4 2 4 4 4 41 

3 Processing outputs 
CALLISTO conference 
into Drafting Strategy 
reports 

1,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 12 1,5 1,5 1,5 22,5 

4 Drafting CALLISTO 
dissemination 
publications 

2,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 1,5 5 1,5 16,5 

5 CALLISTO project office 
manager 

12 - - - - - - - 12 

Total person months  24 22 11 11 15,5 11 14,5 11 120 
The EC contribution is complemented by the time spend by the principal contacts of the CALLISO partners 
and the time spent by the expert members of the EAGs. 
 
Direct costs for travel and stay expert EAG members and CALLISTO conference invitees 
These costs cover the travel and stay expenses incurred by the expert participants of the 4 face to face EAG 
meetings (WP1) , the four Cross EAG meetings (WP2)  and the three CALLISTO conferences (WP3). The 
travel and stay costs to be incurred by the expert members participating in an EAG meeting are included in 
the budgets of the CALLISTO partner responsible for organising the EAG. The travel and stay costs of the 
attendants at the WP3 CALLISTO conferences in included in the budget of the Coordinator. The costs are 
calculated on the basis of EUR 250 for an overnight stay, EUR 1200 for a retour intercontinental flight 
(“CAT 1 tickets), EUR 600 for a retour intra-European flight ticket (CAT 2 tickets) and EUR 100 for a 
retour international train ticket (CAT 1 tickets). Costs will be declared on the basis of the actual travel and 
stay costs concerned. The subsequent travel and stay budget per partner is calculated a follows:  
 
WP1 EAG meetings: average attendance of 6 experts:  

  A B C D E F G H 

 Partner 

# face to 
face 
EAG 
meetings 

Organi-
sation 
meeting
s 

# CAT. 
1 
tickets 

# CAT 
2 
tickets 

# CAT 
3 
tickets 

total 
travel 

# overnight 
stays per 
EAG 
meeting Total 

Total 
expenses 

1. FVE 4 € 2.000  3 3   € 21.600 3 € 3.000 € 26.600 
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2. UCPH 4 € 2.000  2 2 2 € 15.200 2 € 2.000 € 19.200 
3. IAHAIO 4 € 2.000  3 3   € 21.600 3 € 3.000 € 26.600 
4. EMC 4 € 2.000  0 4 2 € 10.400 0 € 0 € 12.400 
5. WSAVA 0 € 0  1 0 0 € 4.800 1 € 1.000 € 5.800 
6. FECAVA 4 € 2.000  1 2 3 € 10.800 1 € 1.000 € 13.800 
7. ICT 4 € 2.000  2 4   € 19.200 2 € 2.000 € 23.200 
8. HUJI 4 € 2.000  1 5   € 16.800 1 € 1.000 € 19.800 

Totals WP1 EAG meetings  € 147.400 
A = EUR 500 per meeting to cover venue, coffee, drinks, lunch, etc. 
B, C, D = number of flight tickets per EAG meeting, taking into account EAG composition 
E = number of meetings (4) times ((B * EUR 1200) + ( C * EUR 600) + (D * EUR 100)) 
F = number of overnight stays per meeting (for persons having intercontinental flights) 
G  = number of meetings (4) times (F* EUR 250) 
 
WP2 Cross-EAG meetings: 8 participants (Chairs) of seven EAGs and WSAVA 
The costs of travel and stay for the four face to face Cross-EAG meetings (in Brussels area are calculated on 
the same basis as the WP1 meetings.  

 Partner 

# face to 
face WP2 
meetings 

Organi-
sation 
meetings 

# CAT. 1 
tickets 

# CAT 2 
tickets 

# CAT 3 
tickets total travel  

# overnight 
stays Total 

Total 
expenses 

1.  4 € 2.000     1 € 400 1 € 1000 € 3.400
2, 3,4,5,6,7 4    1  € 2400 1 € 1000 € 3400
8. HUJI 4  1     € 4.800 2 € 2.000 € 6.800

Totals WP2 meetings € 30.600 
  
WP3 CALLISTO Conferences: three days in Brussels area 
The costs of travel and stay for the three CALLISTO conferences meetings (in Brussels area) are calculated 
on the same basis as the WP1 and WP2 meetings.  

 Parther 
# confe-
rences 

Organi-
sation 
meetings 

# CAT. 1 
tickets 

# CAT 2 
tickets 

# CAT 3 
tickets total travel  

# overnight 
stays Total 

Total 
expenses 

1.  3 € 20.000 13 26 2 € 94.200 124 € 93.000 € 207.200 
2, 3, 4, 5, 7 3    2  € 3.600 6 € 4.500 € 8.100 
6.  3      2 € 600 6 € 4.500 € 5.100 
8.  3  2     € 7.200 6 € 4.500 € 11.700 

Totals WP3 meetings € 264.500 
  
Direct costs for dissemination and communication in WP4 
Besides the personnel costs, the partners each have budgeted a small amount of EUR 1500 to cover expenses 
related to the production of leaflets, publications, videos, blogs and attendance at network meetings totaling 
EUR 10.500. 
 
Direct costs for consortium management CALLISTO coordinator in WP5 
Besides the 12 person months, P1 has also reserved an amount of EUR 1.578 to cover costs including the 
certification of costs. 
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3 IMPACT 

3.1 Expected impacts listed in the work programme 

3.1.1 CALLISTO’s contribution towards the expected impacts in the workprogramme 

Call Topic KBBE.2011.1.3-03 should have “an impact on public and animal health and animal welfare (…) 
and contribute to the transfer of knowledge to different layers of society, (...) create a multisectorial and 
multidisciplinary inter-professional European network including policy makers and sociologists, addressing 
in a comprehensive approach the companion animals in society and their implication in the transmission of 
pathogens affecting humans and / food animals”.  
 
The work in CALLISTO will have an impact on public and animal health and animal welfare as follows: the 
experts brought together in EAG 3 to 5 (Zoonotic virus, bacterial, and parasitic infections) will provide an 
up-to-date overview of the current situation with regard to pathogens that are (at risk of being) transmitted 
from companion animals to humans, food animals, or both. Together with EAG 6 (Epidemiology and 
Underlying Factors) in particular, they will assess major risks of pathogen transfer from companion animals 
to humans, food animals, or both. In discussion with EAG 7 (Sociology and Welfare) in particular, these 
risks will be balanced with welfare issues and the benefits of having companion animals. Furthermore, 
CALLISTO will increase the impact of its activities by directly involving experts from relevant organisations 
operating in the USA, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 
 
CALLISTO will contribute to the transfer of knowledge to different layers of society in multiple ways. First, 
the user community (stakeholders such as companion animal owners, farmers, pet food producers, and 
animal transporters) play an integral part of CALLISTO through  EAG I (User Community), ensuring that 
their experience and concerns are aligned with the scientific data produced by the disease experts, and 
increasing the chance of effective transfer of knowledge gained through CALLISTO to these stakeholders. 
Second, the outcomes of the multisectorial, multidisciplinary, and inter-professional meetings and 
discussions in CALLISTO will be written up succinctly in publicly available strategy reports on the current 
situation, risk assessment and proposed actions to reduce the risks of diseases transmissible by companion 
animals. Last but not least, knowledge transfer is guaranteed by a dedicated WP4 (Communication and 
Dissemination), which will use a variety of media to transfer the knowledge from CALLISTO to the world-
at-large. 
 

3.1.2 The need for a European approach 

The need for a European approach in this topic is evident. The much quoted slogan “diseases don’t respect 
borders” certainly applies to zoonotic diseases. The growth in commercial and non-commercial movements 
of animals, both legal and illegal, together with the vast numbers of people travelling abroad, necessitates an 
international approach. For the role of companion animals in zoonotic infectious diseases in particular, 
international collaboration and coordination is vital to create a single, concerted effort in the regulatory 
domain and scientific domain. Within the Community, with its open market aimed at the free movements of 
people, goods and services, transmissible diseases can only be effectively prevented and controlled through a 
coherent framework of measures applied in implemented in accordance with local needs. The call 
acknowledges this need by asking for the establishment of a multisectorial and multidisciplinary inter-
professional European network. The broad expertise required to develop an overview of the current situation 
and propose realistic and relevant actions is not confined to a single country. 
 

3.1.3 Account taken of other national or international research activities 

With the quality and quantity of the expert representatives of over 40 national and international associations 
and research groups, assembled in the seven main complementary areas, ranging from companion animal 
owners and care takers in EAG I to a.o. policy makers in EAG II, to academic experts in EAGs III –VII, 
CALLISTO is ensured of direct input from a wide network, representing the state-of-the-art in relevant 
international efforts. This way, unnecessary duplication of work is avoided and that durable impact can be 
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achieved on public and animal health and welfare. All key stakeholder groups are directly involved in the 
CALLISTO think tank, providing the opportunity to provide direct input in the recommendations resulting at 
the end of the project. Through a comprehensive and structured approach, all relevant topics will be 
addressed, from legislation, to sociology and animal welfare and scientific knowledge of the pathogens, hosts 
and epidemiological and underlying factors involved. The call topic also emphasises the need to “integrate 
relevant partners from US (USDA and CDC), Australia, New Zealand and Canada”.  CALLISTO includes 
US based P3 IAHAIO and Canada based P5 WSAVA as members of the CALLISTO consortium. Moreover, 
several internationally renowned associations representing various members from amongst others the USA, 
Australia, New Zealand and Canada are included as members in the EAGs as well as research institutions 
from the USA and Canada. Third, CDC USA and WHO have expressed their intent to participate in the EAG 
II policy actions (WHO once and if CALLISTO commences its activities). With the direct inclusion of these 
groups, CALLISTO ensures that the knowledge and perspectives of these important stakeholders and regions 
are adequately incorporated and that direct connections are established with relevant initiatives from these 
regions such as those included below. 
 
National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians (www.nasphv.org) 
State public health veterinarians (SPHVs) are the local and state professionals who regularly consult with 
physicians, emergency rooms, legislators, local officials, schools, health departments, and the general public 
on preventing exposures to and controlling diseases that humans can get from animals and animal products. 
Many SPHVs are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and have singular authority in the state on rabies 
exposures. No list of local or state officials can be considered complete without the SPHV and local public 
health veterinarians. NASPHV Compendia provide standardized national recommendations for key zoonotic 
disease issues.  
 
CDC Healthy Pets Healthy People Website (www.cdc.gov/healthypets)  
CDC plays an important role in protecting the public from animal disease, including investigating zoonotic 
disease outbreaks and promulgating rules against the importation of potential disease-carrying animals.  
Healthy Pets Healthy People is the only US government website devoted entirely to educating pet owners 
about potential pet-related diseases.  In its first year, people from 72 different countries visited the Healthy 
Pets Healthy People’s pages greater than 2 million times. The wide readership of the website drew requests 
for partnerships from humane organizations, state health departments, and pharmaceutical companies; and 
even inspired projects such as a 4-H contest on hand washing.  Healthy Pets Healthy People still receives 
more than 50,000 visitors a month from all over the world. Through Healthy Pets Healthy People, CDC has 
also begun an important journey of delivering complex scientific knowledge in a manner easily understood 
by the public.  
  
Companion Animal Parasite Council (http://www.capcvet.org/other/faqs.html) 
The Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC) is an independent council of veterinary practitioners, 
parasitologists, physicians, legal experts and others working together to create guidelines for optimal control 
of internal and external parasites that threaten the health of pets and people.  Formed in 2002, CAPC is the 
first and only task force in the United States created for the explicit purpose of reducing the risks posed by 
parasites. The council has developed guidelines designed to shape protocols for parasite prevention, 
treatment and monitoring, as well as recommendations for staff and client education. The CAPC guidelines 
are based on the premise that internal and external parasites pose a significant health risk to both pets and 
people, and can only be overcome if treatment and prevention protocol is universally enforced. 

 

Animal Determinants of Emerging Disease (ADED) Research Unit 
http://www.viu.ca/cch/aded/adedoverview.asp.  

The ADED Research Unit is a Canada based collaborative group of veterinary, medical and biological 
researchers, formed in 2003, interested in the phenomenon of emerging zoonotic diseases. Our mission is to 
understand the emergence of infectious disease through collaborative scientific research focusing on the 
intersection of pathogens, human and animal hosts, and their shared environment and; to use the outcomes of 
our work to inform policy, develop curricula, predict and track new threats, and formulate practical solutions 
to emerging diseases.
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3.2 Spreading excellence, exploiting results, dissemina ting 

knowledge  
 

CALLISTO’s measures for the dissemination of the projects’ results are brought under the heading of WP4 
Communication and Dissemination. The overall objective of these Communication and Dissemination 
activities is to contribute to the uptake of the knowledge gained in CALLISTO and the CALLISTO-
proposed actions and to promote risk-awareness in healthy and balanced human/animal relationships.  
The communication and dissemination activities in pursuit of this overall objective have been summarised in 
the WP4 description in section 1.2.3. This section will describe the key target audiences and the 
corresponding proposed approaches and media used, in more detail.  
 
The objectives of the communication and dissemination activities 
The communication and dissemination activities of CALLISTO have been developed with the following 
objectives in mind: 
- Building support and partnerships with other stakeholders and initiatives, as the convincing way to 

advocate messages (e.g. WHO); 
- Monitoring and analysis of new EU policy developments to identify solid entry points for meetings 

and discussions with relevant policy makers and other stakeholders; 
- Establishing links, both directly and indirectly, to relevant EU policies, underlining the specificities 

that make the case for action at EU level; 
- Developing responses (policy statements/position papers) to relevant policy developments in order to 

be visible and credible as a player; 
- Maintaining open communication with (the activities of) other stakeholders; 
 
Specifically, the dissemination activities will be to inform the stakeholders about the outcomes of the 
CALLISTO conferences and the underlying (cross) EAG meetings. This information will be provided 
through the CALLISTO Strategy Reports of WP3 on the current situation, risk assessment and proposed 
actions. In our dissemination activities, CALLISTO will strive for: 

1. Promoting stakeholder awareness of the objectives and activities of CALLISTO and  buy-in  of 
our proposed multi-level, multi disciplinary approach and securing necessary political support 
making the political environment more receptive towards our proposed further research and  risk-
reduction actions; 

2. Increasing the understanding of the general public of the impact of companion animal zoonoses 
without creating undue concern around keeping these animals; 

3. Obtaining the necessary support of core political stakeholders in raising the fight against 
zoonoses in the EU and national policy agendas in recognition of the potential public health and 
economical impact of zoonotic diseases. 

 
Key target audiences 
CALL topic KBBE.2011.1.3-03 requires the project to “contribute to the transfer of knowledge to different 
layers of society”. In its communication and dissemination activities, CALLISTO will distinguish the 
following (partially overlapping) target audiences of stakeholders, which have also formed the basis for 
defining the seven EAGs: 
- International, European and national policy makers: This group is primarily represented by EAG Policy 

Actions and encompasses relevant international policymakers such as WHO, OIE and FAO, European 
stakeholders, including MEPs, Member State public health and veterinary representatives in Brussels 
and Commission Officials and national authorities such as Ministries of Health, Agriculture and 
Permanent Representations.  

- Animal and human health professionals; This group is primarily represented by EAG User Community 
and EAG Policy actions and encompasses veterinary associations, pharmaceutical companies, medical 
doctors, pet traders and transporters and other stakeholders that have a direct interest in the results of 
CALLISTO as potential implementors and recipients of the proposed actions of CALLISTO ; 
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- Academic research community; this (diverse) group of stakeholders in represented by the academic 
EAGs III to VII (Viruses, Bacteria, Parasites, Epidemiology and Sociology) and encompasses the 
academic researchers that embody the current available scientific basis and as such have an important 
role in the future generation of novel knowledge and expertise needed to improve our repertoire of 
preventive and risk-reducing measures; 

- The general public with emphasis on pet owners; This group is represented in EAG User Community 
(and EAG Sociology and Welfare from the academic perspective) and includes the direct recipients of 
the actions proposed by CALLISTO. It also includes the general public that is in general relatively 
unaware of the risks associated with keeping companion animals. 

 
Approaches and media 
The direct involvement of the above-mentioned key stakeholder groups is already built into the design of 
CALLISTO, with the composition of the seven EAGs, through which their direct inputs in the conception of 
the proposed actions will in itself greatly enhance awareness and endorsement of these actions and the 
underlying arguments. The EAG members will help to disseminate the knowledge gained through 
CALLISTO to their national and international members. 
 
In addition, CALLISTO will implement the following activities: 

- CALLISTO Website: Communication and dissemination of CALLISTO will be managed by a web 
based system (www.callisto.eu), which will be the core of the project outcomes both for internal and 
external purposes. It will contain all project documents but also videos, scientific literature and other 
relevant documentation, as well as interactive spaces for discussion with stakeholders and general 
public (blog, forum, webconferences, etc.). The web site intends to promote a continuous exchange 
of information with the above described stakeholders and general public and will be constantly 
updated. The provisional structure of the CALLISTO website is given below: 
HOME PAGE: 
- ABOUT CALLISTO 

o MISSION 
o PROJECT GOALS, MILESTONES, EXPECTATIONS 
o PROJECT PARTNERS 
o TESTIMONIALS 

- NEWS AND EVENTS 
- PRESS AREA 
- RESTRICTED AREA 
- CONTACTS 

Information will be accessible respecting CALLISTO’s organization: 
- USER COMMUNITY 
- POLICY ACTIONS 
- VIRAL INFECTIONS 
- BACTERIAL INFECTIONS 
- PARASITIC INFECTIONS 
- EPIDEMIOLOGY and UNDERLYING FACTORS 
- SOCIOLOGY & WELFARE 

Each of the above mentioned themes will have a restricted area in which EAG agendas, meeting 
reports, scientific literature, background information, policy documents are available. The public 
area will contain approved reports, background information, the CALLISTO strategy reports, the 
network conferences and synthesis across the cycle’s documents. Information will be organized 
respecting the project division in current situation, risks, actions and updated as soon as they are 
available. 
 

- CALLISTO Videos: When reports are available the EAG chairmen will record and publish on the 
web site a short video. It will consist of an interview aiming at commenting the 
preparatory/ongoing/final reports and explaining the approach, the choices made and any other 
information noteworthy to our stakeholders. Videos will be accessible both from the area they are 
referred to, and the video archive. 
 

- CALLISTO Blog:  The blog will be set up at month three and it will accompany the project up to its 
conclusion. It will be animated by the EAG members and provide various themes for a public 
discussion. Themes will be announced and prepared as the project unfolds. 
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- CALLISTO publications:  At the end of each cycle the CALLISTO strategy reports will be 
published on the web site and distributed in hard copy to selected persons in the key target groups. In 
addition CALLISTO will pursue media coverage in publications and are read by other experts, such 
as peer reviewed journals, as well as issue press releases. This would be distributed to national 
policy, healthcare, mainstream and web based media. 

 - participation in speaker platforms: CALLISTO will seek to communicate with MEPS, Permanent 
representatives and the Commission. These will include meetings and participation in events (e.g. 
CVO meetings) in order to build support amongst these policy actors, outreach activities at national 
level (via national organisations of consortium members for example national veterinary 
associations).  Furthermore, CALLISTO will actively pursue opportunities to profile the CALLISTO 
initiative through speaking slots for experts at external events and participating in One health policy 
forum event with Brussels based think-tank - Either European Policy Centre, Friends of Europe or 
Centre for European Policy Studies, as these are the highest level platforms; 
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4. ETHICS ISSUES 
As this project aims at “the creation of a think tank to provide an overview of the current situation and to 
propose targeted actions” and not at scientific and experimental work, no direct consequences for ethical 
issues are to be expected. The information shared amongst the members of the CALLISTO network will not 
include any collection, use or dissemination of personal data. Therefore, not ethical issues are foreseen in 
CALLISTO. However, the consortium is well aware of the broad range of ethical issues potentially 
connected with keeping and using animals; an issue that is underlined in the EU, by the Lisbon Treaty that 
formally recognizes animals as sentient beings to which welfare requirements full regard should be paid. 
In the development of targeted actions, the consortium will use the Five Freedoms for Animal Welfare: 
freedom of hunger and thirst, freedom from discomfort, freedom from pain, injury or disease, freedom to 
express natural behavior and freedom from fear and distress, as the guiding principle for the protection of the 
welfare of the animals involved. Where appropriate, ethical questions related to conflicts of interests between 
public health versus animal health or companion animals versus production animals (e.g. stamping out of 
hobby animals during disease outbreaks) will be taken into consideration. 
 
 

ETHICS ISSUES TABLE  
 

  Research on Human Embryo/ Foetus YES Page 
* Does the proposed research involve human Embryos?     
* Does the proposed research involve human Foetal Tissues/ Cells?     
* Does the proposed research involve human Embryonic Stem Cells (hESCs)?     

* Does the proposed research on human Embryonic Stem Cells involve cells in 
culture?     

* Does the proposed research on Human Embryonic Stem Cells involve the derivation 
of cells from Embryos? 

    

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  

 

  Research on Humans YES Page 
* Does the proposed research involve children?     
* Does the proposed research involve patients?     
* Does the proposed research involve persons not able to give consent?     
* Does the proposed research involve adult healthy volunteers?     
  Does the proposed research involve Human genetic material?     
  Does the proposed research involve Human biological samples?     
  Does the proposed research involve Human data collection?     

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  

 

  Privacy YES Page 

  
Does the proposed research involve processing of genetic information or 
personal data (e.g. health, sexual lifestyle, ethnicity, political opinion, religious or 
philosophical conviction)? 

    

  Does the proposed research involve tracking the location or observation of 
people?     

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  
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  Research on Animals 10 YES Page 
  Does the proposed research involve research on animals?     
  Are those animals transgenic small laboratory animals?     
  Are those animals transgenic farm animals?     
* Are those animals non-human primates?     
  Are those animals cloned farm animals?     

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  

 
 

  Dual Use  YES Page 

  Research having direct military use      

  Research having the potential for terrorist abuse     

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  

 
 

 

                                                      
10 The type of animals involved in the research that fall under the scope of the Commission’s Ethical Scrutiny procedures are defined in 
the Council Directive 86/609/EEC of 24 November 1986 on the approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the 
Member States regarding the protection of animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes Official Journal L 358 , 
18/12/1986 p. 0001 - 0028 
11 In accordance with Article 12(1) of the Rules for Participation in FP7, ‘International Cooperation Partner Country (ICPC) means a third 
country which the Commission classifies as a low-income (L), lower-middle-income (LM) or upper-middle-income (UM) country. The list 
of countries is given in annex 1 of the work programme. Countries associated to the Seventh EC Framework Programme do not qualify 
as ICP Countries and therefore do not appear in this list. 

  Research Involving ICP Countries 11                                                           YES Page 

  Is the proposed research (or parts of it) going to take place in one or more of the 
ICP Countries?     

Is any material used in the research (e.g. personal data, animal and/or human 
tissue samples, genetic material, live animals, etc):   

a) Collected in any of the ICP countries?   
 

b) Exported to any other country (including ICPC and EU Member States)?   

 I CONFIRM THAT NONE OF THE ABOVE ISSUES APPLY TO MY PROPOSAL YES  


